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Right Reverend Father in God 

E D M U N D, 

, • ■ • ’ • { 

Lord Bifhop of London. 

My Lord, 

* \ 

/ 

PO N no other View do I 
make a Dedication of this 
Difcourfe to your Lordfliip, 
than to fubmit it to your 
acute - Judgment, expeUing 
foon to hear of your Approbation or Dijlike 
of it. * if it fo happen, that you highly 

A z approve 




IV 


Dedication. 

v -1 ? '* ' r ~ ' 

approve of it, I beg of you to be f paring 
of your Commendations , leajl I JhouU be 
puff'd up pith them. 


In my Moderator, fame Expreffions 
dropt from my, , fyn , about ^ the Miracles 
of our Saviour, which, for want of ll- 
luftrqtim. then, gave your Lordfliip fome 
Offence, and brought upon me moire Trou - . 
lie : r Buty having now fully and clearly 
explain d my f elf \ but of the Fathers , I 
hope you'll be reconciled to me ■, and as 
yqu^are a l^vef of Truth, 'will, again fl 
Interejl and Prejudice, yield to the Force 
of it. 


Whether your Profccution of me, for 
the Moderator, was juft and reafona- 
ble, I'll not df put e here, having already 
expostulated that Ala t ter with yotajin fe- 
ver at Letters, to which you would not 
candefcend to give me any Anfwer. For 
what Rea fan you was Jilent, is bejl known 
to your felf But, in my own Vindica- 
tion, I hope, I may publijh without Of- 
fence, 
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fence, that your taking me for an Infidel, 
was fuck a Mi flake, as I thought no 
Scholar could have made $ and the In- 
jury done to my Reputation and low For- 
tunes, by the Profecution, fo conjiderable, 
that the leafi I expeBed from your Lord- 
Chip, was a courteous Excufe, if not an 
ample Compenfation , for it. 

K . . ’ ' j> • — 

As to the Expediency of profecuting 
Infidels for their Writings {in whofe 
Caufe I am the farthejl of any Man 
from hemg engaged) I will here fay no- 
thing. The Argument, pro and con, has 
already, by one or other , been copioufly 
handled. And I don't know but I might 
be, with your Lordfiiip, on the perfec- 
ting fide of the Quefiion j but that it 
looks as if a Man was difiruflful of the 
Truth of Chriflianity , and confcious of his 
own Inability to defend it 5 or he would 
leave that good Caufe to God hmfelf, 
and the Sword of the Spirit , without cal- 
ling upon the Civil Magiftrate for his 
Aid and Ajfiflance. 

That 
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“ That {curvy Writer of the Scheme 
of literal Prophecy, &c. ‘which your 
Lordfiiip mitfi have heard of, ‘would 
< wfrnmle , that they are only atheijlical 
Priefts, ‘who, for fear of their biterejls 
in the Church , fet Perfections on foot : 

But after your Lordlhip has publijh'd 
a firenuoits Defence of Chrijlianity to 
the Purpofe of our prefent Controverfy , 

Vll have no fuch Sufpicions cf you. 

I k *' c \ 

Tour Lord (h ip V perfecting (or, if 
you will, profccuting) Humour, is repu- 
tedly all pure v Zeal for God's Glory j 
and, with all my Heart, let it he fo 
ace cunted, whether it he according to 
Knowledge or not. ' Againjl Popery and 
Infidelity you are all Ardency ! Who does 
not commend you ? Who can queftion the 
Sincerity of the Zeal of a Prot ejl ant Bi* 
ihop, and of a Proteflant Clergy, when 
they perfecute the Enemies of their Church, 
that conjiders their own Steadinefs to Prin- 
ciples againjl In ter ejl, under all Changes, 

fv ice 

% 
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fince the Reformation 5 and their Abhor * 
rence of Extortion upon the People, for 
the Duties of their Function, in and about 
this City. Such Honejiy and Confiancy 
in their ProfeJJion y is a Proof of the In- 
tegrity of their Hearts, or I know not 

where to find one. 

* \ 

Bnt that your Lordfhip’x Zeal for - 
Religion is very remarkable and fuccefs - 
ful, I could prove by many Injlances ; 
one is, that of your routing a turbulent 
SeEl of Peripatetic ks out of St. Paalx 
Cathedral - y and if you could as effe&ually 
clear Chrift’j Church of Infidels, what 
a glorious Bijhop would you be ! 

* 

And what Pitty is it , that Infidels 
likewife are not to be quell'd with your 
Threats and Terrors l which [without the 
Weapons of (harp Reasonings, and thump- 
ing Arguments , that others are for the 
Ufe oj) ' would t'ranfmit your Fame to 
Pofterity, for a notable Champion for Chri- 
Jhanity, as certainly as, that your judi- 
cious 
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cious Profecution of the Moderator for 
Infidelity is here remember d hy y 


My LORD," 



The Admirer of 


Zondoiiy 
Jpril 17 th 

17 * 7 - 


#• 



Your Zeal, 

* K • 

. * ’« I 

' r 

Wifdom and 

. :Ci 
% r • 

.UJ 

CondudL ‘ 

* i 

- ' :V 


Thomas JVoolJion. 

V-. 

v. 
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DISCOURSE 


ON THE''"’ 

MIRACLES 

. O F O U R , 

SAVIOUR, See. 

F ever there was an ufeful 
Controverfy ftarted, or re- 
vived in this Age of the 
Church, it is this about 
the MeJJiahfoip of the holy 
Jefus, which the Difcourje 
of the Grounds , &c. has of 
late rais’d. I believe this’ Controverfy 
will end in the abfolute Demonftration of 
Jefus’s Meffiabjhip from Prophecy, which 
is the only way to prove him to be the 

B ; Meffiah , 
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MeJJiah , that great Prophet expe&ed by 
‘ the Jews. , and promifed under the Old 
Teftament. And tho’ this way of Proof 
from Prophecy feems to labour under many 
Difficulties at prefent, and tho’ fome Wri- 
ters againft the Grounds , being diftreffed 
with thofe Difficulties, are for feeking Re- 
fuge in the Miracles of our Saviour ; yet 
we muft perfift in it, till what I have no 
doubt of, his Mejjiahjhip fhall be clearly 
made out by it. 

And the way in Prophecy that I would 
take for the Proof of Jcfus's Mejfiahfhip , 
fhould be by an allegorical Interpretation, 
and Application of the Law and the Pro- 
phets to him ; the very fame way, that all 
the Fathers of the Church have gone in * 
and the very fame way, in which all the 
ancient Jews fay their MeJJiah was to ful- 
fil the Law and the Prophets : But this 
way does not pleafe our ecclefiaftical Wfir 
ters in this Controverfy, neither will they 
at prefent give any ear to it. 

The Way in Prophecy that they are for 
taking, is by a literal Interpretation and 
Application of fome Prophecies of the Old 
Teftament to our Jefus , but they are hr- . 
therto unfuccefsful in this Way. The Au- 
thors of the Grounds and of the Scheme , 
grievoufly perplex them with their Ob- 
jections againft this way of Proof, fo far as, 

being 
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being fenfible, I fay, of almoft infuperable 
Difficulties in it, they are flying apace to 
the Miracles of our Saviour^ as to their 
foie and grand Refuge. 

But to fhow that there’s no. San&uary 
for them in the Miracles of our Saviour, I 
write this Difcourfe : And this I do, not 
for the Service of Infidelity, which has no 
Place in my Heart, but for the Honour of 
the Holy Jefus , and to reduce the Clergy 
to the good old way of interpreting Pro- 
phecies, which the Church has unhappily 
apoftatis’d from, and which, upon theTe- 
ftifnonyofthe Fathers, will, one Day, be 
the Converfion of Jews and Gentiles. 

For this Opinion, that there is no Sanc- 
tuary in the Miracles of our Saviour, I 
chanc’d to fay in the Moderator , ( i ) That 
Jefus 1 s Miracles , as they are now-a-days 
under flood , make nothing for his Authority 
and Meffiahjhip. And again, (2) That I 
believe , upon good Authority , fome of the 
Miracles of Jefus , as recorded by the 
TvangeliWs, were never wrought , but are 
only related as prophetical and parabo- 
lical Narratives of what will be myfleri- 
oufly and more wonderfully done by him : 
Which Exprelftons gave Offence to fome 

of our Clergy , and brought upon me their 

* 

(0 Page 44. (2) Page 5 ;. 

. - B 2 Indig- 
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Indignation and Difpleafure. I fee no Rea-' 
fon to depart from the faid Exprelfions; or 
fo much as to palliate and foften them, 
much lefs to retrait them • but in Mainte- 
nance of my Opinion, to the Honour of our 
Meffiaby and the Defence of Chriltianity, 
I write this Treatife on Jefus’s Miracles, 
and take this Method following. 

I. I will fhow, that the Miracles of heal- 
ing all manner of bodily Difeafes, which 
Jefus was juftly famed for, are none of the 
proper Mir'aclcs of the Mejfiah y neither 
are they fo much as a good Proof of his 
Divine Authority to found a Religion. 

II. That the literal Hiltory of many of 
the Miracles of Jefus, as recorded by the 
Evangelifts, does imply Abfurdities, Im- 
probabilities, and Incredibilities , confe- 
quently they, either in whole or in part, 
were never wrought, as they are com- 
monly believed now-a-days, but are only 
related as prophetical and parabolical Nar- 
ratives of what would be* myfterioufly and 
more wonderfully done by him. 

III. I fhall confider what Jefus means, 
when he appeals to his Miracles as to a 
Teftimony and Witnefs of his Divine Au- 
thority, and ihow, that he could not pro- 
perly 
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perly and ultimately refer to thofe he 
then wrought in the Flejh y but to thofe 
myftical ones, which he would do in the 
Spirit ; of which thofe wrought in the 
ylelh are but mere Types and Shadows. 

_ i . - , . ^ 

' In treating on thefe Heads, I lhall not 
confine fny felf only to Reafon, but alfo 
to the exprefs Authority of the Fathers, 
thofe holy, venerable, and learned Preach- 
ers of the Gofpel in the firft Ages of the 
Church, who took our Religion from the 
Hands of the Apoftles, and of apoftolicai 
Men, who dy’d, fome of them, and fuffer’d 
for the Do&rine they taught , who pro- 
feffedly and confeffedly were endu’d with 
divine and extraordinary Gifts of the Spi- 
rit ; who confequently can’t be fuppofed 
to be Corrupters of Chriflianity, or Teach- 
ers of falfe Notions about the Miracles of 
our Saviour, or fo much as miflaken about 
the apoftolical and evangelical Senfe and 
Nature of them. I know not how it comes 
to pafs, but I am a profound Admirer, and 
an almoft implicit Believer of the Au- 
thority of the Fathers, whom I look upon 
as vaft Philofophers, very great Scholars, 
and moft orthodox Divines. Whatever 
they concurrently aftert, I firmly believe. 
And tho’ they are, for the moft part, myf- 
terious Writers out of the Reach of the 

Capacities 


N3 

Capacities of many, who flight them ; yet 
I, who'bave had the Honour and Happi- 
neft of much of their Acquaintance, fancy 
my ft if well apprifed of their Meanings. 
If at any time I read a Palfage in them 
which I don’t prefently apprehend, I fa- 
lute it with Veneration for all that, till 
my Underftandittg is opened to receive the 
Senfe of it. If I meet with but a Angle 
Opinion in any one of them, I pay my 
RefpeCts to it ; but where there is an Har- 
mony and Agreement of Opinion amongft 
theta*, it is with me, and ought to be with 
all Chriftians, of fuch Weight, as to bear 
down all Prejudice, Oppoiition, and Con- 
tradiction before it ; or the Authority of 
no Man, whether ancient or modern, is to 
have any Regard paid to it $ and of what 
ill Confequence to Religion fuch an utter 
Rejection of Authority will be, 1 need not 
fay. 

This I thought ft to premife, concern- 
ing the Authority ftf the Fathers, to abate 
of the Prejudice beforehand, which fome 
may conceive againfl the following Dif- 
courfe about the Miracles of JtJus. I don’t 
queftion, but fome may be fl art led at the 
foregoing HcadSj- as if, what is the fartheft 
of any thing from my Heart, the Service 
of Inhdeiity was in View ; but craving the 
Temper and Patience of fuch Readers for 

a while, 
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a while, and they fhall find, that its no 
other than juft Reafoning, clear Truth, 
and primitive Doctrine about /fefus's Mi- 
racles, that I advance : Or if it ihould fo 
happen, that none befides my felf fhould 
difcern the Reafoning and Truth of the Ar- 
gument ; yet I hope it will not be thought 
a Crime to revive primitive Do&rine, 
which none will be able to deny it to be, 
whether they like it or not. If I err, I err 
upon Choice with the Fathers, of whofe 
Faith I am. And if any are offended at 
what follows about the Miracles of Chrift , 
let them turn their Difpleafure and Indig- 
nation againft the Fathers, for whofe ex- 
prefs or implicit Opinions 1 can be deferv- 
ing of no Blame. 

I am forry for the Occafion of fuch a 
Preface againft Offence, which the Apof- 
tacy of the Age, and its Unacquaintcdnels 
with the Fathers, has made necelfary. So 
I enter upon the particular handling of the 
Heads foregoing. And 

1. 1 will fiiow that the Miracles of heal* 
ing all manner of bodily Difeafes, which 
Jefus was juftly famed for, are none of the 
proper Miracles of the Mefliah, nor are 
they fo much as a good Proof of Jeftis's 
divine Authority to found and introduce a 
Religion into the W orld. 

And 
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And to do this, let us confider, firft, in 
general, what was the Opinion df the Fa- 
thers about the Writings of the Evangelifts> 
in which the Life of Chrift is recorded. 
E ucherius fays, (3 ) c That the Scriptures 
of the New as well as Old 7 c/? ament , are 
to he interpreted in an allegorical Senfe. 
And this his Opinion, is no other than the 
common one of the firft Ages of the Church, 
as might be proved by many the like Ex- 
preflions of other Fathers. As in fuch Ex- 
prefftons, they do not except the Writings 
of the Evangelifts ; fo they muft include 
the Hiftory of Chrift ' s Miracles, which as 
well as other Parts of the Hiitory of his 
Life, is to be allegoriz’d for the fake of 
its true Meaning; confequently the literal 
Story of Chrift’s Miracles proves nothing. 

But let’s hear particularly their Opinion 
of the Actions and Miracles of our Saviour. 
Origen fays, that (4) Whatfoever Jefus 
did in the Flejh, was hut typical and 
fymholical of what he would do in the 


(3) Univerfam porro Sacram Scripturam tarn 
Novi quam Veteris Tcftamenti ad allegoricum 
fenfum efle fumendam , admonet nos vel illud, 
Aperiam os meum in Parabolis. In ‘Prafar. a si 
Form. Spirit. Intell. 

(4) Si quidem Symbola quaedam erant quaj 
tunc gerebantur eorum, qua: Jefu virtute Temper 
perficiuntur. In Mat. C. xv. 

Spirit ; 
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Spirit; and to our Purpose, (5) that the 
fever al bodily < Difea[es which he healed \ 
•were no other than Figures of the fpiri- 
tual Infirmities of the Soul \ that are to 
be cured by him. St. Hilary is of the fame 
Mind with Origen, ’ as any ohe fnay fee by 
the ( 6 ) Exprefllons referr’d to, and his 
Commentary on St. Matthew. St'. dtt- 
guftin , (7) and St. John ( 8 ) of Jerufalem> 
both fay, that the Works of Jefus import 
farther Myfteries ; and with them, the reft 
of the Fathers agree, making the Miracles 
that Jefus did then, no more than the 
Shadow of fome more powerful and myfti- 
cal Operations to be done by him, as I 
could Ihow by more Citations out of them, . 
if it was needful. But from the foregoing 
Citations out of the Fathers it is plain, in 
their Opinion, that our moderti 2 divines 
are in the wrong of it, to lay much Strefs 
on any of the Operations of Jefus , which 

(5) Omnis languor 6c omnis Infirmiras quam fa- 
navit falvator tunc in Populo referuntur ad Infirmi- 
tates fpirituales Animarum, In Mat. C. xvii. 

(tf) Chrifti Gefta aliud portendunt. In Mat. C.xii. 
Evangclicis geftis eft interior Senfus, C . xiv. Hsec 
licet in pracfens gefta funt, quid tamen in futurum 
. *?g ni ficent contuendum eft, C. x. Peragunt formam 

futuri gefta prasfentia, C. xxi. 

(7) Qua: a Jefu fa&a funt, alicujus fignificantia 
erant. Serm. 77. 

(8) Omne quod fecit Jefus, Sacramenta furit. 
Homil. 31. in Marc. 

- c • he 
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he did ifl/thp Flefh, for the Proof of his 
divine Authority and Me$afykip y which 
is. only to he A proved by his, more myfteri- 
ojis $ork^'ci which thofe done in the 
Flefh fyit, ; Type and Figure. 

v.Bpt to come clofcr to the Purpofe, lets 
indifferently, I had almoft faid 
contemptibly, the Fathers fpeak of the Mi- 
racles; of :$qus , \ and particularly of his 
iWer of healing all bodily Difeafes, which 
by mpdern ' Waiters is fo much magnified 
and ,extoU’d* » St. Irenaus fays, (9) that if 
•up confide*, ojily the then temporal Ufe of 
Jefusf ffezfer of Healing, he did nothing 
grand and wonderful , c^f^qnently yjre- 
^^p^ilfi,A 0 t hold 3 that Jefuss Miracles 
them wrpught, were a fuflicient Propf o£ 
his div^ Authority, mudr le& of his Mef 
JfqbJhip? tQmW (.10.) that tbo many- 
W^re-.hro^gjot.to beliejvein Jefiis upon the 
J'tme.tf.tb^ he did once 

among the jetys, yet (what implies the In- 
fafficiency- of them for tho Converfion of 
Men) he intimates ‘that his greater and 
inyfiiuil Work's do prove his Authority . 
St. )Jobtto£ Jerufalem fays, ( 1 1 ) that Je- 

.. (9.) Si a)iai temporalis erat ab co Utilitas, nihil 
grande pr*(Vitit iis, qui ab eo curati funt, Z. V. 

C. iz.'iJj’. 6\. ... , . t • 

fio) Contra Celfum, L. ir. 

' DO Caecum curavit, magnum qiiidem eft, quod 
fecit, led nilit quoridie fiat, quod olim fa<3um, no. 
bis quidem magnum efle ceflavit. Homil. 30. in 
Marc. 9. ' f us ' s 
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/#/V performed upon the Rlihd, &c. 
were indeed confiderable and gnat, but 
imlefs he do daily as mighty Works' in his 
Church , we ought to forbear our Admira- 
tion of him, St. Auguftin not oilly fays 
(12) that if we examine into Jefus's Mi- 
racles by humane Rea/bn, wefhalt find he 
did nothing great , confidering his Al- 
mighty Rower, and confidering his Good- 
nefs, what he did was but little \ but he 
tells us alfo, that (13) fuch Works as Je- 
fus did, might be imputed to, and effeaed 
by Magic Art. And accordingly Mofes 
and our Saviour himfelf confefs, that falfe 
Prophets, and falfe Chrift’s, will do Mi- 
racles; and Anti-Chrift himfelf, according 
to St. Raul, will do them to the Decep- 
tion of Mankind. Nay, the Fathers (14) 
fay, what I believe, that Anti-Chrift will 
imitate and equal Jefus in all his Miracles 
which he wrought of old. How then can 
we diftinguifh the true Prophet from the 
falfe, the true Cbrift from the Anti-chrift 
by Miracles? Our Divines will find it 

(12) Si humano captu & ingenio confideremus 
Jefum facientem,_& quod ad poteftatem non mag- 
num alicpiid fecit, & quod ad benignitatem, par- 
vum fecit. In Johan. Cap. v. Jr aft. 17. 

(13) Etfi atteftabantur Miracula, non defuiflent 
( ficut & nunc muflitant ) qui magicae potentiac 
c unfta ilia tribuerent. Cont. Fauft. L. XII. C. 45. 

(14) Vid. San&um Augufiinum de Anti-cbrijlo. 

C 2 hard 
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hard to ' do it, if what the Fathers fay of 
Anti-chfift be found true. Moreover Hif- 
tory\ affords us Inftances of Men, fuch as 
of Apollonius Tyanaus , JSefpafian , and of 
tfie Irifh Stroaker , Greatrex , who have 
tfciraculoufly cured Difeafes to the Admi- 
ration of Mankind, as well as our Jefus: 
But if any of them, or any other greater 
Worker of Miracles than they were, fhould 
withall affume to himlelf theTitle of a Pro- 
phet, and Author of a new Religion, I 
■ humbly conceive, we ought not to give 
heed to him. 

Neither is there the leaft Reafon that 
we fhould ;* for the Power of doing Mira- 
cles is no certain, nor rational Seal of the 
Commiifion and Authority of a divine Law- 
giver. St. Paul fays (15) there is a T)i- 
verfity of the Gifts of the Spirit , for to 
one is given by the Spirit , the Word of 
Wifdom ; to another the Word of Know- 
ledge ; to another the Gift of Healing ; 
to another the working of Miracles j to 
another ‘Prophecy ; to another difcerning 
of Spirit ; to another divers Kinds of 
Tongues i fo another the Interpretation of 
Tongues. Thefe Gifts may be given a- 
part and feparately. One of them may be 
conferr’d on this Man, and another of them 

» 

(j 5) 1 Cor.. C. xii. 

ou 
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on his Neighbour. There is no Neceflity 
that any two or more of thefe Gifts Ihould 
meet in one Man. To argue then, that a 
Man, who has one of thefe Gifts , muft have 
the other ; that is, that he muft needs have 
the Gift of Wifdom, or of Prophecy, or 
of difcerning of Spirits, or of divers Kinds 
of Tongues, becaufe he has the Gift of 
Healing and of working Miracles, is very 
inconclufive, and falfe Reafoning : And yet 
.this is the Reafoning of our modern Wri- 
ters who would prove Jefus's Authority, 
to found a Religion, from his Miracles. I 
don’t queftion but Jefus had all the fore- 
faid Gifts and Powers of the Spirit in a 
moft fuperlative Degree; but then it is- 
unreafonably inferr’d, for all that, that a 
Man, becaufe he of Certainty has fome of 
them, muft of confequence have the other. 
St. Auguftin (i 6) cautions us againlt being 
deceived into a good Opinion of a Man’s 
Wifdom, becaufe of his Power to do Mi- 
racles. And I think accordingly, that we 
may as well fay, that the ftrongeft Man is 
the wifeft ; or that a good Phyfician muft 
needs be a good Cafuift ; or that the beft 

(itf) Atque illud ad Rem maxime partineat, ne 
decipiamur tendentes ad Contemplationem Veri- 
tatis— Arbitrantes ibi ofle invilibilem fapientiam, 
ubi Miraculum vifibile viderimus. In Serm. Dom. 
in monte, Lib. z. Sell. 84. 


Mathe- 
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Mathematician is the ableft Statefman, as 
that Jefus , ' because he was a Worker of 
Miracles, fuch as his are, and a Healer of 
all manner of Difeafes, ought to be recei- 
ved as the Guide of our Confciences, the 
Director of our Underftanding, the Ruler 
of our Hearts, and. the Author of a Reli- 
gion. * 

What then will the Writers againft 
the Grounds do to prove Jefus s Autho- 
rity and Mefftahjhip from his Miracles ? 

, Or how by his Miracles will they be able 
to diftinguilli him from an Impoftor, a falfe 
, Prophet, and the Anti-chrift ? Why, they 

will fay perhaps, 

i. That befides Greatnefs of Power, there 
was nothing but Goodnefs, Kindnefs, and 
Love to Mankind fliewn in Jefns's Mira- 
cles. As to the Miracles of falfe Prophets 
and Impoftors, if they be, many of them, 
of a kind and benevolent Afpeft, yet the 
u Devil's Foot, if we look well to it, will 
difeover it felf in fome ludicrous and mif- 
chievous Pranks : But Jefus ' s Miracles were 
all of a beneficent Nature ; he went about 
doing good, healing all manner of Difeafes 
among the People, and did no Wrong to 
any one ; which is a good Argument, they 
fay, of his divine Authority, or God would 
not have fuffer’d , nor the Devil have 
work’d fuch a Teftimony in Behalf of it. 

On 
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Qq this Head our Diviner are copious and 
rhetorical, and many notable and/floricfc 
Harangues have they made on it. But 
In , anfwer to them, they don’t feem to, 
have their Memories at hand, when they 
declaim at this rate. . The Fathers, upon 
whofe Authority Iwritc, will tell fuch.' 
Oratory that Jefus ^ if his Miracles are to 
be underftopd in the literal Senfe, did not 
only as fooliih Things as any Importer 
could do, but very injurious ones to Man- 
kind. ,-jf fliall not here inftance in tb& 
feemingly fooliih and. injurious Things^ 
Which Jefus did for Miracles, intending 
under the next Head to fpeak to fome of 
them .: But they are fuch, if literally true, 
as our Divines do believe, as are enough 
to turn pur Stomachs againft fuch a Pro- 
phet j and enough to make us take him for 
a Conjuror^ a Sorcerer , and a Wizard , ra- 
ther than the Meffiah and Prophet'of the 
moil High God. But 

2. To prove the Mejjiabjhip of the holy 
Jefus from his Miracles, our Divines urge 
the Prophecies of the Old Teftament, fuch 
as that of Ifaiah, C. xxxv. V. y, 6. Then 
the Eyes of the "Blind jhall he opened, \ and 
the Ears of the Deaf Jhall he unjlapp'di 
* then JJj all the lame Man leap as the Hart\ 
and the Totigue of the Dumb fing j and fay 
that thefe Prophecies were accurately ful- 
fill’d 
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fill’d by our Jefus in the feveral fpecifical 
Cures of Blindnefs, Deafnefs, Lamenefs, 
and Dumbnefs, which he often perform’d 
upon one or other - 3 and, inafmuch as our 
Saviour feems to appeal to fuch Prophecies, 
do conclude this his Accomplilhment of 
them, to be no lefs than a Demonftration 
that he was the true Meffiah , that great 
Prophet, who was to come into the World. 
To which I anfvver, 

Firjt, That the Accomplilhment of Pro- 
phecies that can neither be given forth by 
human Forefight, nor fulfill’d in a Coun- 
terfeit, are good Proofs of Jefus's Meffiah- 
Jhip : But then, what fhall we fay if others 
befides Jefus fhould do the like Cures and 
Miracles ? It is faid of dnti- chrift , and I 
believe it, that he will not only do all the 
Miracles that Jefus did, but will appeal 
to the like Prophecies too. How then we 
are to diftinguifh the true Chrift from the 
falfe Chrift by Miracles and Prophecies in 
this Cafe, is the Queftion, which I leave 
with our ‘Divines to confider of an An- 
fwer to, againft the Time that it is proved 
that dnti-chrifi does all thofe Miracles 
which Jefus in the Flelb wrought. But 
Secondly , The forefaid Prophecies, and 
others mentioned in Ifciiah , neither were, 
nor could be Prophecies of the miraculous 
Cures of bodily Difeafes which Jefus then 

did. 
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did. And this may be made appear, riot’ 
only from the Context df thofe Prophe- 
cies which received then no Accomplifh-’ 
ment from Jefus , who ought to have ful- 
fill^ one Part of the Prophecy as well as 
the other, or is not to be taken for the 
Fulliller of either, but from the Opinion of 
both Jews and Father s, who adjourn the 
Accomplifhment of thofe Prophecjjps to 
Chrift’s fpiritual Advent. But 

Thirdly, The Prophet Ifaiah , in the 
Place above cited, fpeaks not of bodily 
Blindnefs, &c. which the MeJJiah is to 
Jieal, but of the fpiritual Diftempers of the 
Soul, metaphorically fo called ; as may be 
ealily proved, not only from the Prophe- 
cies themfelves, but from the old Jews, 
who were allegorical Interpreters of thofe 
Diftempers, and from the antient Fathers, 
(17) who fo underftood them. Confe- 
quently our Jefus' s healing of thofe bo- 
dily Difeafes, was no proper Accomplilh- 
ment of thofe Prophecies. It is true our 
Saviour, Matt. xi. 4, 5. feems to appeal 

(17) Interim completur & Ifaix Prophetia non 
tantum in corporalibus, verum etiam in fpirituali- 
bus, OrigctJ. In Matt. Cap. xv. Aperientur igitur 
Oculi carcorum, aures furdorum audientj nam qui 
quondam divinis fermonibus rejeftis myfticam Sanc- 
torum Inftitutionem recipere non ftuduerunt, liben- 
ter earn admittent. St. Cyril ;‘» Loc, If. Vide SS? 
Sanftum Hieronymtim in Loc. Ifai. 

D to 
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to thofe Prophecies, and to Wake his Cure 
of corporal Diftempers an Accomplifhment > 
of them : But he means not in the literal. 
Senfe, that our Divines take him in, as I 
lhall fliow hereafter, when I come to con- 
ftder what Jefus means, by appealing to 
his Works and Miracles, as bearing Wit- 
nefsofhim. - u ... 

Our Divines then may admire ahd adore 
Jefus as much as they pleafe for his Mira- 
cles of healing bodily Diftempers, but I am 
for the fpiritual Meffiah that cures thofe 
Diftempers of the Soul, that metaphorically 
pafs under the Names of Blindnefs, Lame- 
uefs, Deafneft, fic. And the Cure of thefe 
fpiritual DTeafcs, is the proper and miracu- 
lous Work of the true Meffiah ; for the fake 
of which, fays ( 18 ) St. A uguflin i Jefus 
condefcended to do thofe little Miracles 
of healing bodily Diftempers, which were 
but the Type and Shadow of his more ftu- 
pendous Miracles of curing fpiritual Di- 
feafes. The Cure of fpiritual Infirmities 
is a God-like (19) Work, above the Imi- 
tation of Man or of Anti-chrijl , infinitely 

^18) Et nunc rnajores lanitates operatur, proptcp 
quas non ell dedignatus tunc exhibere illas rnino- 
res. In Serm. 88. 

(19) In quibus Spiritualibus maximc Chrifti Pcr- 
iona eminet. Auguf. gutji. 2. in Lucam. 

/ more 
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more miraculous than the healing any bo-' 
dily Diftempers can be. 

Whether our Jefus be at this Day fiich 
a fpiritual Meffiah , I leave to our ‘Divines 
to conftder, with thofe Spiritual Diftempers 
of the Church, that feem to want his mi- 
raculous Hand and Touch. The Fathers 
of the Church faid, that Jefus wa s' in 
fart fuGh a fpiritual Meffiah in their time, 
and argued (20) his Meffiahffjip , not from 
bodily Cures, but from his moft miracu- 
lous Cures of the Difeafes of the Soul : 
But there was another and future Time, in 
which he would be fuch a fpiritual and 
glorious Meffiah to the greafeft Perfection. 
In the mean while, no healing of corporal 
Diftempers can prove Jefus to be the Mef- 
fiah ^ nor any other of his miraculousWorks 
recorded in the Evangelifts : So far from 
it, that 

« 

II. I lhall prove that the literal Story of 
many of Jefus's Miracles, as they are re- 
corded in the Evangelifts^ and commonly 
believed by Chriftians, does imply Impro- 
babilities and Incredibilities, and the grof- 
feft Abfurdities, very dilhonourable to the 

(zo) Modo Caro caeca non aperit pculos miraculo 
Domini, fed cor caecum aperit oculos Sermoni Do- 
mini. Modo non refurgit morale cadaver, fed re- 
furgit anima quae mortua jueebatjn vivo Cadavere, 
&c. August. Scrm. 88. S. 3.'“ 

D 2 Name 


Nanip of Chrift ; : confequently, they, in 
whole, or in part, were never wrought, 
but are only r .related as prophetical and pa- 
rabolical Narratives of what would be myf- 
terioufly and mofe 'wonderfully done by 
him., j i n '»! 

,. r The reading of this Head will, I doubt 
not, ftrike with Horror fome of our fquea- 
mifh Divines , who, notwithftanding they 
.will facrifice almoft any Principles to their 
Intereft, will not bear that our literal evan- 
.gelical Hiftory of fuch renown’d Miracles 
jhould be thus called in Queftion, and con- 
itemp tuoufly fpoken of. What does this 
Juthor meaner; will feme fay, thus to do 
^Service to Atheifm and Infidelity ? Away 
with him J Our Indignation is moved again# 
him ! No Cenfure and Punifhment can be 
£qo ; fGvere for fuch Impiety, Profanenefs, 
and BHlphemy, as is aim’d at, and iroply’d 
. in this Proportion. ' • 

To calm therefore the Spirits, and abate 
the Prejudices of fuch Accufers, I muft 
proceed with the greater Caution, and with 
Reafon and Authority well fortify myfelf 
before and behind, or I fhall feel the Weight . 
of the Difpleafure of our Divines , who are 
prepoffefs’d of the Belief of the literal Story 
of all Jefus's Miracles. 

* Before then I enter upon the particular 
Examination of any of his Miracles, I will 
' J C premife 
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premife two or three general Aflfertions of 
the Fathers about them. And firft Origen 
( 21) fays, that in the hiftorical Part of the 
Scriptures, There are fome Things inferted 
as Hifiory , which were never tr an faffed, 
and which it was impojfible Jhould be 
tran faffed ; and ether Things, again, that 
might pojftbly he done , but were not . ' This 
he alferts of the Writings of the Evange- 
lifts , as well as, of the Old Teftament, and 
gives many Ibftances to this Purpofe. St. 
Hilary ( 2 2) fays , There are many hifto- 
rical Eajfages of the New Teftament i that 
if they are taken literally , are contrary to 
Senfe and Re a f on, and therefore there is 
a NeceJJity of a myftical Interpretation . 
And St. Auguftin (23) fays, that there are 
hidden Myfteries in the Works and Mira- 
cles of our Saviour, which if we incauti- 

. : • ’ • • _ •- • • , . r. ~ 

" (21) Hiftoria Scriptural interdum interferit quas- 
dam vel minus gefta., vel quae omnino geri non 
poflunt, interdum qua: poflunt geri, nec tamen 
gefta funt. De ‘Principiis, Lib. 4. * 

' (22) Multa funt, qua: non Jtnunt nos flmplici 
fenfu dida evangelica liifcipere. Interpofitis enim . 
non nullis Rebus qua: ex Narura humani fenfus fibi 
contraria funt j Rationem queerere cadeftis Intelli- 
gentia: admonemur. In Matt. £. xx. S. 2. 

(23) Evangelica Sacramenta in Chrifti faftis fig- 
nata omnibus non patent, & ea nonnulli minus di- 
ligenter interpretando afferunt plerumque pro fa- 
Jute Perniciem, 8c pro Cognitione Ventatia Erro- 
rem, &c. De Divers. 84. 

oufly 
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eufJy md literally interpret ^ wejhallrnn 
into Errors, md make grievous blunders. 
Of the fame Mind are the reft of the Fa^ 
there* as might he proved by exprefs or 
implicit Citations ,* but, ftudying Brevity, 
I think the thteeTeftimonies above, enough 
to cool the Rage, and afvvage the Preju- 
dices of my Adverftries again ft the Propo- 
rtion before Us, which I now come to a 
particular Confideration of; that is, to ftiew 
that the Story , of many of Jefus's Miracles 
is literally ahfurd, improbable, and incre- 
dible, And v •* 

• : " "'s r, ”> % ' '}V\\ ’’ >'i 

j, To fpeak to that Miracle of Jefus's 
driving the "Buyers and Sellers out of the 
T mph, which all the ( 24) four Evange- 
lifts make mention of. , V 

I haye read in fome modern Author, 
whofe Name does not occur to my Me- 
mory, that this was, in his Opinion, the moft: 
ftupendous Miracle that Jefus wrought. 
And, in truth, it was a moft aftonifliing 
one, if literally true, ^{ld Jefus muft ap- 
pear more than a Man, he muft put on an 
awful and moft majeftick Countenance to 
effed it. It is hard to conceive, how any 
one. in the Form of a. Man, and of a dif- 

(14) Matt. xxi. Mark xi. Luke xix. Jolm 

ii. ' 

pifed 
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pifed one too, (and we don’t read that jte 
Jus chang’d his human Shape) with a Whip 
in his Hand, could execute fuch a Worfe 
upon a great Multitude of People, who 
were none of his Difciples, nor had any 
regard for him. Suppoling he could, by 
his divine Power, infufe a panick Pear in-* 
to the People, yet what was the Rea- 
fon that he was fo eaten tip with Zeal 
againft the Profanation of that HoUfe, 
which he himfelf came to defktoy, and 
which he permitted, 1 may fay command- 
ed, to be filthily polluted ri6t long after. 
But not to form by my felf an Inve&ive 
againft the Letter of this Story, let s hear 
what the Fathers fay to it, 

- • • • *i r . i* « .* ' ««! t '-i 

- * • * 

Origen makes the whole but a (25) Pa- 
rable* His allegorical ExpofitiOns of it, are 
frequent, and one time or other he gives 
Us the myftical Meaning of every Part of 
it. By the Temple , he underftands the 
Church : By the Sellers in the Temple, he 
means fuch Treachers who make Merchan- 
dize of the Gofpel, whom the Spirit of 
Chrift, fome time or other, would rid his 
Church of. He is fo far from believing 
any thing of the Letter of this Story, that 

(25) In Comment, in Matt, xxu 

he 
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he has form’d a («6) large Argument agaihft 
it : The Subftance of which is, that if Je- 
fets had attempted any fuch thing, the Peo- 
ple would have refilled, and executed their 
Revenge on him if he had effected it, the 
Merchants of the Temple might have re- 
proach’d him with Damage done to their 
Wares ; ; and - would have juftly accufed 
him; of a Riot againft Law and Authority. 
Whether there is not Reafon in this Argu- 
ment of Origen ,: let any one judge. 

4 i . i . 1 './’j « j . j - . . . • . • ^ 

(itf) Porro cui cura: eft accuratior Inquifitio con- 
fiderabit, an juxta dignitatem prasfentis Vita: era t, 
ut Jefri$ rem talem auderet facere, extrudere vide- 
licet Mercatortim Multitudinem, qui ad Diemfe- 
ftum afcenderant, Diftributuri boves ditioribus, & 
tanto populo oves madlandas per domos familiari- 
um, quai multorum millium complerent numerum; 
atque eos qui in rebus talibus gloriantes produ&uri 
erant in .medio* Columbas , quas multi empturi 
erant, ceu in.Conventu celeberrimo convivaturi. 
Coniiderabit hie etiam, an Nummulariorum erat 
non accufare Jefum contumeiiofe propter fuas ipfb- 
rum effufas pecunias & menfas iiibverfas. Quis 
autem flagello e funiculis verberatus & expulfus ab 
eo, qui penes eos habebatur vilis, hunc adortus non 
Inclamaflet totis viribus fefe ulcifeens ? Cum prae- 
fertim haberet- tantam multitudinem eorum, qui 
fibi yque contumeliam fieri credebanr, faventem 
fibi adverfum Jefum ? Infuper cenfideremus, Dei 
filium funiculos fumentem j fibique flagellum' te- 
nement ad extrudendum e templo, annon reprje- 
lentet Prater audaciam & temeritatem, inordina- 
tum etiam quiddam ? In Johan. Tom. XI. 

St. Hilary 
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St Hilary is of the fame Mind with 
Origen . . He fays that this Story is only a. 
(27; Prafiguration of what will be done 
in Chrift’s Church upon another Occ^fion. 
And he admonilhes (28) us to fearch into, 
the profound and myftical Import of every 
Part of it j particularly he hints that {29% 
by the Seats of thofe who fell Doves, may* 
be underftpod the Pulpits,; of Preachers 
who make Sale of the Gifts of the Spirit, 
Which is reprefented by a Dove. As to 
the Letter of the Story, he is plain enough, 
that there was no fuch (30) Market kept 
in the Temple of Jerufalem: And if any. 
Hiftorians belides the Evangelifts had af- 
ferted it, I know of none, who would have 
been fo foolifh as to believe that Oxen -and 
Sheep and Goats were there fold. 

, St. Amhrofe too is for the Myftery, and 
againft the Letter of this Story, faying, 
(31) what fhould be the Reafon that fejus 

E ‘ Ihould 
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(27) Prxfiguratio futurorum diftis prsefentibus 

continetur.— In Matt, xxi . ... 

(28) Admoneplur altius Verborum Virtutes in 

iftius, ijiodj fignificationibus contuendas, ibid. • . 
/f 29 )^In .Cathedra eft facordotii fedea • & eorum 
qui Spiritus fanfli Donum venale habent, Gathe- 
rs everrer, ifad. \ .. ' - . ) 

(?°) Non tabebaqt Judaii quod venire pofient, 
neque erat q,ufld emere quis poflet, ibid. 

(31) Cathedra aufem Vendentium Columbascu* 
evertcrit ? Secundum Litteram non intelligo. Ad- 
V _ * . monet 
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fliould overturn the Seats of thofe that fold : 
Doves ? This muft he, fays he, a figura- 
tive Story,, and fignifies nothing left thart 
the future Ejedidn of Priefts out of his 
Church, who fliall make Gain and Mer- 
chandize of the Gofpel. 

\ St. Jerome , as fiis manner is in other 
Cafes, gives lis a literal Expofition of 
this Miracle, as' far as it will bear it : But 
then correds hijnfeff again, faying, there 
are (32) Absurdities in the Letter j but, 
according to its myftical Meaning, Jefus 
will enter his Temple of the Church, and 
cafe out of it Bifhops, Priefts, and Deacons, 
who make a Trade of Preaching. And in 
another Place he tells us of the myftical 
(.3 3) Whip, that Jefus will make ufe of 
to this Ptirpofe.* ' ! v • t 

St. JugiiJHn alfo is againft the Letter 
6f the Story of this Mirafcle, faying, (34) 

wtonet Typo cjeddriim de Templo hujufmodi 
Miercatorum, in Ecclefia, Dei Confortium eos ha- 
bere non pofle, qui fandi Spiritus Gratiam nundi- 
nenrur. In Lee. Luc . 

(32) Juxta fimplicem Intelligentiam — quod pei~ 

nitus abiurdum^-cieterum fecundum Myfticos In- 
tclledus Jefus 'ingreditur Templum Patris & ejicit 
omnes Epifcopos, Presbyteros, & Diaconoe, In 
Loc.yiau ' '- : ' v ■ • ' 

(33) Faciet Dominus Flagellum dfc Scripturarurti 
Textuum Teftimonjis. In Ztchar. C. : - xiv. ' ' ' ’ 

(34) Non magnum Peccatum, fi hoc vendebant 
iaTemplo; quod emebatur, utofierretur inTemplo. 

In Loje* Jcbotfs-.i . . ' .1 ■ -* 

Where 
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Where coulcf be the great Sin of felling 
and buying Things in the Temple, that, 
were for the Ufe of it, and offer’d as Sa- 
ccifi.ce in it ? We muft therefore, lays he^ 
look for the Myftery in this (3 5) figura« 
tive Story, and enquire what is meant b$ 
the Oxen, and Sheep, and Doves, and who 
are the Sellers of them in ChriftV Church ' 
and. he is very poiitive that Eccle/iafticks* 
who are felfilh, and make worldly Gain 
of the Golpel, are here meant. , And as to 
the Expreflion of turning the Temple into 
a Den of Thieves^ he fays it has Re%e& 
to the (36) Clergy in Time to- come, who 
would make fuch a Den of Chrift’s Church. 

Laftiy, with the, foregoing Fathers agrees 
St. Dheophyldcl , who is an AJLegorift too 
upon this Miracle, laying, that thofe (37) 
who fell Doves,, are the Priefts who fell 
fpiritual Gifts j and that Chrift fometime 
or other would overturn their Seats, and 
clear his Church of them. In another Plate 

\ . . . , : X » • . - • I .. 

(55) Qui funt tamen qui boves vendurit ? ut in 
figura quairamus Myfterium fa£H, qui flint qui 
Oves vendiint & Columbas? ipli funt qui fua qua:* 
tunt in Ecclefia, non qua* Jefu Chrifti. Ibid . 

(36) Vos enitn feciltis Do mum meum, Domum 
Negotiations & fpeluncam Latronum, fignificat fur 
turos in Ecclefia. Z- II. Evang. £>Utefl. £>uajl. 0.8, 

(37) A/Z'atrxatA.©* ay, on x.ct]a.yyi?&n \oyov> « [tn 
JV iye t K<ti Ton] ou Try TfATt^ay tty ATpt 7 r& 0 KvetQ~. 

In Johan. C, ii. 

JE 2 he 
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he intimates what are meant by Oxen and 
Sheep, viz. the literal Senfe of the Scrip- 
tures. And if the literal Senfe be irratio- 
nal and nonfenfical, the Metaphor we muft 
allow to be proper, inafmuch as nowa- 
days, dull and foolifh and abfurd ftuff we 
call Bulls, Fatlings, and Blunders. 

Behold a wonderful Harmony among the 
Fathers in their Rejection of the literal, 
and Efpoufal of the myftical Senfe of this 
Miracle. *It is faid of the Church in her 
firft Ages, that fhe was infpired ; and fo 
{he was, or before an Hire for the Prieft- 
hood was eftablifhed, and pleaded for, (he 
could never have written in this Fafhion. 
If the Fathers had lived now, and written 
thus, we fhould have thought the Spirit 
of Quakerifm was gotten amongft them, or 
they would never have given fuch an Ex- 
pofition of this Story to favour an Enmity 
to an Hireling Triefihood. ; 

How and when Chrift’s Power, accord- 
ing to the Figure and Parable before us, 
will enter his Church, and drive out of 
her thcfc ccclefiaftical Merchants, is not 
the Queflion. But when ever it does fo 
effectually, it will be a ftupendous Mira- 
cle, much greater than the typical one is 
fuppofed to be; and not only a Proof of 
Chrift’s divine Power and Prefence in his 
Church, but an abfolute Demonflration of 

• his 
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his MeJJiabJhip , from his Accomplilhment; 
both of the forefaid Prophecies of the Fa* 
thers, and of other remarkable ones of the- 
Old I’eft ament , which will be then clearly v 
underftood, and which it is not my Bufi*\ 
nefs here to apply or mention. ' v 

Again!! the. aforefaid Expofition of this 
Miracle, perhaps it may be objeded, that v 
(excepting a little, Reafoning again!! the 
Letter of it) this is only the chimerical and. 
whimfical Dream of the Fathers, whofe : 
Notions are obfolete, and who (38) have 
adulterated Chriftianity with their Cant 
and JargOn 1 and that none of our Tro- 
t eft ant and Orthodox Divines have ever 
given into their Opinion. , 

I confefs, that none of our Proteftant 
Divines , whom I know, do embrace the 
forefaid Expofition of the Fathers, but it 
may be nothing the worfe for all that : 
And tho’ their Expofition may be very dif-. 
agreeable to the Priefthood of this Age, 
yet I can tell them of the greateft Man of 
thefe la!! Ages, and that was Erafmus , 
who, cautioufly expreiling himfelf for fear 
of giving Offence to the Clergy , is of the 
fame Mind with the Fathers ; or he would 

(38) Chandler's Vindication, tfc- p. 145. 

not 
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not fay that (3 9) that Work of Jefus did 
prefigure fomewhat elfer For Jefus could 
not be zealous againfl the Trophanation 
of that Temple of the Jews, which was 
foon to be deftroyd , but meant to Jhew his 
Diflike and Hatred of ecclefiaftical Co- 
vetoufnefs , which ^ after the Way of the 
Type , he would take his Opportunity to 
rid the Church of. 

Before I dilmifs this Miracle, I muft ob- 
ffcrve, that if the Fathers are right above, 
then our Latin and Englijh Tranftations 
of the Place in St. Matthew err in a main 
Point. ' Inftead of reading, and Jefus cafl 
out them that fold and bought , it fhould 
be, thofe who fold and preach'd that is, 
fold what they preach’d : For the Word 
tty^ageiv, does more properly fignify to 
preach than to buy ; and in this Senfe 
her£, according to the Fathers, it fhould 
be conftrued. 

Again, I muft obferve, that our Com- 
mentators are a little perplex’d to know 

( 39> Hoc fa&o longe aliud flgnificabat Jefus, 
noc cnim ilium tantopere commovebat Templum 
iflud mercimoniis Bourn, Ovium, Hircorutn & Co- 
lumbarum profanatum fed oftendcre voluit Ava- 
rltiam & Quasftum fore capitalem Peftem feccle- 
ffae, quam Templum, cujus Religio tncx erat abo- 
lenda, figurabat — In nullum Hominum Genus acri- 
us fasviit Jefus, fed hos ipfe fibi fervavit ejiciendos, 
cum videbitur. In Loc. Matt. xxi. 

•' • Who, 
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who, and what thofe Ko\Aufrs» y , Money* 
Changers , were. The Greek (40) Word 
does import thofe who have a Knack *9 
barter away, little bafe and Brafc Money* 
with the Effigies of an Ox or Bull on it* - 
in exchange for good Coin. How appli- 
cable the Word was to any Merchants of 
the old Temple at Jerufalem , is hard ft* 
conceive. * But it is very agreeable to out ’ 
ecclefiaftical Cottybifts, who, as I may ap- 
peal to Freethinkers, vend their brafen- 
faced Bulls and Blunders at an extravagant 
and great Price. And if which is 

tranflated Tables * does properly fignify (41 J 
Pulpit Sy who can help it ? 

So much then on the Miracle of Jefus\ 
driving the Sellers and Buyers out of the 
Temple. And now I appeal to our ©z- 
vines y whether it be not an abfurd, impro- 
bable, and incredible Story according to 
the Letter, and whether it be any other 
than, as the Fathers faid of it, a prophe- 
tical and parabolical Narrative of what 
would be myfterioufly and more wonder- 
fully done by Jefus. And fo I come to 
fpeak to a 

• ' * . » 

2. Second Miracle of Jefus, and that is, 

(40) Vid. Suiceriim in KoMv/iinif. 

(41) T apud Ariftophancm eft fulpitum. 

Vid, Scapulam, 

f +* 

than 
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that of his (42) cafting the 'Devils out of 
the Madman or Madmen , and permitting 
them to enter into the Herd of Swine , 
which therettpon ran down a 'Precipice , 
and were all choaked in the Sea . 

: To exOrcife, or caft Devils out of the 
PoiTefs’d, without confidering the Nature 
of ! fueh a PofTeffton, ' or the Nature and 
Power of the Devil, we’ll, allqw to be not 
only a kind and beneficent A<fr; but a great 
Miracle. But then, be the Miracle as great 
as can be imagined, it is no more than what 
falfe Teachers, (43) Workers of Iniquity, 
ind even fome Artifts aihongft the Jews , 
have done before,- eonfequently, fiich a 
Work. of Exorcifm in our Saviour, could 
be no Proof of his divine Authority. And 
if there was no more to be faid againft this 
Miracle, this is enough to fet it afide, and 
to fpioil the Argument of Jefus's divine 
Power from it. But there are many Cir- 
cumftances in the Story literally coniider’d, 
that Would induce us to call the Truth of 
the whole into queftion. How came thofe 
Madmen to ha^e their Dwelling amongft 
the Tombs of a Burying-Ground ? Where 
was the Humanity of the People, that did 
not take Cafe of them, in Pity to them, 

(42) Matt., viii. Mark v. Luke viii. 

£43) Luke xiii. v. 27. 
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a$ well as for the Safety of Others? Or if 
no Chains, as the Text. fays, which is 
hardly credible, could hold them, it was k 
poffible furely, as well as lawful, to dif- ' 
patch them, rather than their Neighbours ; 
and Paifengers fhould be in ganger from 
them.^ Believe then this Part of the Story 
who can ? But what’s Worfe, its not cre- 
dible there was any Herd of Spine in that; 
Country. If any Hiftorians frut.the Evan-; 
gelifts had laid fo, none would have, be- 
lieved it. The Jews are forbidden to eat 
Swine’s Fle/h ; what then fhould they do 
with Swine (which are good for nothing 
till they are dead) who eat neither Tig, 
‘Pork, nor ‘Bacon l Some may fay that 
they were kept there for the Ufe of Stran- : 
gers : but this cOulcf not be, becaufe that 
after the Time of Antiochus , who polluted 
the Temple with the Sacrifice of an Hog, 
the Jews (44) forbad, under the Pain of 
an Anathema, the keeping of any Swine 
in their Country. Perhaps it may be faid, 
that the Gadarens , fo call’d from the 
Place of their Abode, were, not Jews , 
but neighbouring Gentiles, with whom it 
was lawful to eat, and keep Swine. We 
will fuppofe fo, tho’ it is improbable ; but 
then its unlikely (without better ReafOa 

(44) Spencer de Legibus Hebrse, p. 117. 

F than 



than at prefent we are apprifed of) that 
©ur Saviour would permit the Devils to 
enter into a Herd of them to their Deduc- 
tion. Where was the Goodnefs and Juf-. 
tice of his fo doing ? Let our Divines ac-’ 
count for it if they can. It is commonly; 
faid of our Saviour, and I believe it, that 
his Life was entirely innocent, that his, 
Miracles were all. ufeful and beneficial t<* 
Mankind, and that he did no Wrong to, 
any. one. But how can this be rightly faid 
of him, if this Story be literally true ? The 
Proprietors of the Swine were great Lofer$ 
and Sufferers j and we don’t read that Je-. 
fas made them amends, or that they de-, 
ferv’d fuch Ufage from him. The Propr^ 
efors of the Swine, it feems, upon this. 
Damage done them by Jefus, defire him to 
depart out of their Coafts, to prevent far- 
ther Mifchief ; which was gentler Refent-. 
ment, then we can imagine any others 
would have made,, of the like Injury. I 
know not what our Divines think of this 
Part of the Story, nor wherefore Jefus 
efcaped fo well i; but if any Exorcift in this 
our Age and Nation, had pretended to ex- 
pel the Devil out of one poifefs’d, and per- 
mitted him to enter into a flock of Sheep, 
the People, would have faid that he had 
bewitch’d both ; and our Laws and Judges 
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too of the laft Age, would have made him 
to fwing for it. 

Without Offence, I hope, I have argued 
againft the Letter of this ftrange Story of 
the holy Jefus ,• I fhould not have dared 
to have faid fo much againft it, but upon 
the Encouragement of Origen and other 
Lathers, who fay, we ought to expofe the 
Abfurdities of the Letter, as much as may 
be, to turn Men’s Heads to the myftical 
and true Meaning. 

Let’s hear then what the Fathers fay to 
this Miracle. Origen' s Commentaries on 
this Part of St. Matthew , and St. Luke's 
Gofpel, are loft ,• otherwife unqueftionably 
he would not only have told us, that he 
believed ho more of the Letter of this Sto- 
ry, than he did of the Devil’s (45 ) taking 
out Saviour to the Top of a Mountain, 
and (hewing him all the Kingdoms of the 
World i but, as he is an admirable Myftift> 
would have given us curious Light into 
the Allegory and Myftery of it. But with- 
out Origen , we have enough in the other 
Fathers againft the Letter of this Story. 

St. Hilary reckoning up all the Parts of 
this Miracle together, fays of it, that it is 
(4 6) typical and parabolical, and written 

(45) Lib. IV. De Principiis. 

(4 6) Hanc habeant Caufam, ut eflet in rebus 
gerendis futuri plena meditatio. In L°c. Matt . In 
hoc Typica ratio fervata eft. Ibid. . 

F 2 ' for 
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for our Meditation of what would be done 
hereafter by' the holy Jefus. According 
to him, and other - Fathers, the Madman 
is Mankind j or if they were two, they 
were Jew and Gentile at Chrift’s coming, 
who may be laid to (47) bc.pojjejs'd with x 
? T)evils , if) as much as they were under 
the Rule of diabolical Sins, and fubjedt to 
thcWorfhip of peuporiuy, falfe Deities, which 
•we tranllate Devils. They were fo fierce 
X48) as no Chains could hold them , bc- 
catjfe of their moft furious Rage and En- 
mity to the Church, whom no Bonds of 
Rcafon could reftrain from doing Violence 
to the Chriftians. They are faid to be (49) 
naked \ becaufe they were deilitute of the 
Clothing of the Spirit, and of Grace. And 
"may be faid to be among the (50) j tombs i 
becaufe they were dead in TrefpaflTes %nd 
Sms. After that Jefus had exorcis’d thefe 
diabolical Spirits out of the Gentiles , and 
brought them to their right Senfesi, which 

(47) Significatar funt gentes quje multis dasmoni* 

bus ferviebant. Auguftin in Luc. 13. 

(48) Humanum genus ad Adventum Domini 
•vcxabatur. furore dementi, rumpens vincula ratio- 

nis'. St. Amb. in Loc. Luc. 

••• (49) Nudus quicunque tegumentum Naturae fux 
&.Virtutis amilit. Amb. Ibid. 

(50) In tumulis Sepulchrorum 5 quid enim aliud 
funt Corpora pcrfidorum, nifi quardam defun&orum 
Sepulchra in quibus Dei verbutn non habitat. Ibid . 
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was upon their Converfion to the Faith ; 
then a good Way off, fome Ages after, did 
the like Devils, by divine Permiflion, enter - 
into a ( 5 1 ) Herd of Swine , i. e. into He* 
reticks of impure Lives, and furious Na- 
tures. What fort of Hereticks are meant, ' 
or whether they are not to be underftood 
of Chriftians in general, let our Divines 
confider. But one would be apt to think 
that Minifiers of the Letter are included, 
becaufe the Letter of the Scripture is myf- 
tically call’d (52) Swines Food. I am not 
obliged to purfue the myftical Interpreta- 
tion of this Parable (for fo I will call it) 
thro’ all its Parts, nor to fay what is meant 
by the Sea, that the Swine are to be abforp’t 
in ; but leave our Divines to chew upon 
this myftical Conftruftion given them in 
part, and to conlider, whether, there’s not 
a Necelftty for fuch an Interpretation to 
make the Story credible. 

And thus have I given you the Opinion 
and Expolition of the Fathers upon this 
Miracle, which they turn all into Myftery. 

If our Divines are ftill for adhering to the 

(51) Videntes Daemones non fibi jam locum in 
gentibus derelinqui, ut patiatur habitare fe in Hae- 
reticis deprecantur. Hilar, in Loc. Matt . 

(52) Litera ell Palea, & frequenter evenit, ut 
homines hujus fceculi myftica nefeientes, fimplici 
Scripturarum Ledtione pafeuntur. Huron, in Ifa. xi. 

Letter 
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Letter of this Story, let them account for 
the Difficulties it is involv’d with. To cure 
Men violently dillraCted, and poflfefs’d with 
‘Devils, is, whether it be miraculous or not, 
a good and great Work ; but to fend the 
s ! Devils , who without Jefus's Permiffion 
could not go, into the Herd of Swine , was 
an Injury done to the Proprietors, and un- 
becoming of the Goodnefs of the holy Je- 
fas. Neither is there any other Way to 
folve the Difficulty, than by looking upon 
the whole, with the Fathers, as Type and 
Figure. 

If this miraculous Story had been record- 
ed of Mahomet , and not of Jefus , our ‘Di- 
vines, I dare fay, would have work’d it 
up to a Confutation of Mahomet anifm. 
Mahomet fhould have been, with them, 
nothing lefs than a Wizard, an Enchanter , 
a Dealer with familiar Spirits, a fworn 
Slave to the Devil; and his Mujfulmen 
• would have been hard put to it to write a 
good Defence of him. 

When our Saviour was brought before 
'Pilate to be arraign’d, try'd, and condem- 
ned, Pilate put this Queftion to the Jews, 
faying, IVhat Evil hath Jefus done ? If 
both, or either of the Stories • above, had 
been literally true of Jefus, there had been 
no need of falfe Witnefles againft him. The 
Merchants of the Temple were at hand, 

who 
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who could have fworn cc that he was the 
ec Author of an Uproar and Riot, the like 
cc was never feen on their Market-Day $ 
cf that they were great Sufferers and Lo- 
cC fers in their Trades; and, whether hey' 
cc or his Party had ftolen any of their 
<c Goods or not, yet fome were embez 1 - 
cc zled, and others damaged ; and all thro* 
cc the outragious Violence of this unruly 
cc Fellow, againft Law and Authority. ,’* ; 
If fuch Evidence as this was not enough , 
to convi#. him qf a capital Crime, then 
the Swine-Herds, of the Qadarenes might 
have depofed* “ how they believed him to 
£C be a Wizard ,, and had loft Two thou^ 

<c fand Swine through his Fafcinations : 

* c That he bid the Devils to go into our 
<c Cattle, is not to be deny’d. And if he 
* c cured one. or two of our Countrymen 
cc of a violent Pofteftion, yet in as much as 
cc he did us this Injury in our Swine, we 
cc juftly fufpeft him of diabolical Practices 
“ upon both.” . : . • 

Upon fuch, Evidence as this. Til ate asks 
the Opinion-of Jews, faying. What think 
you ? If they all had condemn’d him to be 
guilty of Death, it is no wonder, fince 
there is not a Jury in England would 
have acquitted any one arraign’d and ac- 
cufed in the like Cafe. 

It 
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It is well for our literal Doctors^ that", 
fuch Accufations were not brought againd 
Jefus ; or their Heads would have been 
fadly puzzled to vindicate his Innocence, 
and to prove the Injudice and Undeferved- 
nefs of his Death and Sufferings; But for 
this Reafon, if .no other', that no fuch" 
Crimes were laid to his Charge, I believe 
little or nothing of either of the feemingly 
miraculous Stories before us, but look upon 
them both as prophetical and parabolical 
Narratives of what would myderioufly and 
more wonderfully, and confidently with 
the Wifdom and Goodnefs of Jefus , be 
done by him. And fo I pafs to a 

3. Third Miracle of Jefus , and that is 
bis Transfiguration (53) on the Mount. 
And this is the darked and blinded Story 
of the whole Gofpel, which a Man can 
make neither Head nor Foot of ; and I 
quedion whether the Conceptions of any 
two thinking T)oUors do agree about it. 
To fay there is nothing in the Letter of 
this Story, we Believers mud not, becaufe 
St. Veter (54) fays he was an Eye-witnefs 
of Jefus's Majedy, faw his Glory on the 
Mount, and heard the Voice out of the 

(53) Matt. xvii. Mark ix. Luke ix. 

(54) 2 Ter. i. 1 5 , 17, 18. 

Cloud. 
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Cloua. But as Infidels will be prying in- 
to the Conduct of Jeftis's Life, and form- 
ing theii; Exceptions to the Credibility or 
Probability of this or that part of it, fo we 
Chriftians fhbuld be ready at an Anfwct, 
that might reafonably fatisfy them; and 
not forcibly bear down their Oppofition; 
which will make no {inhere Converts of 
them. And I believfe they would eafily 
diftrefs us with Difficulties and Objections 
to the Letter of this Story, /ft • 

St. Augufiin himfelf (55) owns, that the 
whole of it might be perform’d by Magic 
Art; and we know, in thefe our Days, 
that Tome Jugglers are ftrange Artifts at 
the Imitation of a Voice, and to make it 
as if it came from a far off, when it is ut- 
tered clofe by usj and can caft themfelveS 
too into different Forms and Shapes, with- 
out a Miracle, to the Surpfife and Admi- 
ration of Spectators. 

But what, I trow, do out Divines mean 
by Jefuss 'Transfiguration. We read that 
his Countenance did fhine like the Sun; 
and his Raiment was made as white as 
Snow, and that’s all. And in this enough 
can we think, to demonftrate that Trans- 
action, a miraculous Transfiguration ? Phi- 

(55.) Poflunt Infideles iftam Vocem delatam de 
Cado, per conjefturas humanas & illicitas Curiofi- 
tates ad magicas Artej referre. In Serin • xliii. $. 5* 

Q lofophers 
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lofophers will tell us, that the Reflexions 
of the Light of the Sun, will change the 
Appearance of Colours, and to none more 
than Whitenefs ; and Sceptics will fay, that 
its no Wonder if the Countenance of Jefus 
look’d Rubicund , when the Sun might 
Ihinc on it* 

The Word in the Original for transfi- 
gured , is ,that is, he was meta- 

morphofed, transform’d, or, if you will, 
transfigured. And what is to be under- 
flood by a Met amor phofis, we are to learn 
not only from the natural Import of the 
Word, but from the ancient Ufe of it. 
Accordingly, it fignifies nothing lefs than 
the Change or Transformation of a Perfon 
into the Forms, Shapes, and Eflences of 
Creatures and Things of a quite different 
Species, Size, and Figure : But Jefus, it 
is conceived, was not fo transfigured . Our 
‘Divines , I fuppofe, would not have him. 
thought fuch a ‘Pofiure-Mafier for the 
whole World. If I, or any one elfe, fliould 
affert, that Jefus upon the Mount tranf- 
form’d himfelf into a Calf, a Lyon, a Bear, 
a Ram, a Goat, an Hydra, a Stone, a Tree, 
and into many other Things of the animate 
and inanimate World, I dare fay there 
would, among our orthodox Divines^ be 
fuch Exclamations againft me for Blafphe- 
my, as the like were never heard of. They, 
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to be fure, will not hear of fuch a Tranf- 
figuration ,• nor, like good plain Believers, 
Will bear any thing more than that Jefus's 
Countenance did Jhine like the Sun, and 
the Colour of his Veftments was changed ; 
which whether it comes up to the Import 
of ^ Met amorphofis or not, they don’t care. 

But to clofe with our i 'Divines , and ac- 
knowledge that the glorious Change of 
Jefus's Countenance, and of the Colour of 
his Ve/hnents, was a true and proper Trans- 
figuration, and that it was as real and 
wonderful a Miracle as could be wrought : 
But then we may, I hope, ask them, what 
was the particular Reafon and Ufe of this 
Miracle? Was it a Miracle only for the 
fake of a Miracle ? That’s an Abfurdity in 
the Opinion of (56) St. duguftin, who fays, 
what is reafonable to think, that all and 
every one of Jefuss Miracles had its par- 
ticular End and Ufe j or he who is the 
Wifdom as well as Power of God, had ne- 
ver wrought it. And what, I pray, was the 
Ufe of this Miracle ? Of that the evange- 
lical Hiftory is ii lent, and our t I)ivines> 
with all their reafoning Faculties, can fay 

nothing to it. . . ■ 1 : ’ ' ; 

?’ i. • 1 v : ' • f \:: : 

(jtf) Neque enim Miracula propter Miracula fk- 
ciebat, fed ut ilia qua: faciebat, mira effent viden- 
. tibtxs, vera effent intelligentibu*. In Senn. xcviii. 
Seft. 5. 

: G a And 
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And what did Mofes and' -Elias on the 
Mount yith Jefus? Was it in their- own 
proper PerfonS that they appear’d ? or were 
they ohly Tome Spe&res and Apparitions in 
refemblapce of them ? It is faid, that they 
were talking with Jefus ; what then did 
they talk about? The, three greateft Pro T 
phets and Philofophers of the Univerfe 
^ould not poflibly meet and confer together, 
hut on the moft lublimc, ufeful, and edify- 
ing Spbjeft. , Its. ftrange, that the Apoftles, 
-whoever- heard their Confabulation, did 
not rpake a Report ©f it, and tranfmit it to 
Poftprity for our Edification and Inftru&ion. 
St. Etike^ as our Englijh Tranflation has it, 
ieera^ to jfay that they talk’d together of 
Jefus $ ’(Deceafe which be jkoiild aum- 
phjh at -Jerusalem ; bp* this can’t be the 
: Meaning 6f St, Lukes f 57) Words, which 
fo interpreted, .arp no Lefs .than a c Barba- 
r/fm- and, I appeal to pur Greek Criticks , 
an improper Exprefiiqn of fuch Significa 7 
tion. We mu ft then look for a more pro- 
per Cpnftru&ion of the Phrafe in St. Luke , 
or we ^iu(l Remain ip the Dark, as to the 
Subject that Mofes and Elias talked with 
i 'Jefus about. 

But further, Why could not this Mira- 
.cle have b^Q, ^wrought * n the Valley as 

. 7 ii -ri - » ?. ..1 - '.7* ‘ '■ S 

(f7) 'E.^ay Tyv £?«</> cufioy w l .e//tA.\s irKHCfvv, C. ix. 
V. 51. - . > 

well 

> - - *- "• 
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well as upon a Mountain, whither Jefus 
and his three Apoftles afcended for the 
Work of it ? Naughty Infidels will fay, it 
was for the Advantage of a Cloud, which 
often moves and refts on the Tops of Moun- 
tains, to difplay his Pranks in. And why 
was it not done in the Prefence of the Mul* 
-titude, as well as of his three Apoftles? The 
more Witneifes of a Miracle, the better it 
is attefted, and the more reafonably credi- 
ted i and there could not furely be too 
many Witneftes of this, any more than of 
others of 'Jefus s Miracles, if real ones. 
Ought not the unbelieving Multitude, for 
many Unbelievers unqueftionably were a- 
jnongft them, to have had a Sight and 
Hearing of this Miracle, as well as the - 
Apoftles ? Who fhould rather fee the Mi- 
racle, than thofe who wanted Convi&ion ? 
Were they .to take the Report of the Mi- 
racle upon the Word of the Apoftles, who 
were Parties in the Caufe? Our Divines 
may poffibly fay they ought : But Infidels 
and Free-thinkers would cry out againft 
them, for juggling Tricks, and pious Im- 
poftures. 

Thefe are all Difficulties and hard Que- 
ftions about the Miracle of Chrift’s Trans- 
figuration, which our Clergy , who are Ad- 
mirers of the Letter of that Story, are 
obliged to account for ; and I believe it 
i will 
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will be long enough before they give a 
proper and fetisfadtory Anfwer to many o£ 
them. . . ' . l ’ ■ ■ A ' : < a 

' Let’s here then what the Fathers fay to 
this miraculous Story of Jefus's Transfi- 
guration. And it is agreed atnongft them, 
that the whole is but a Type, (58) Prefi- 
gtiration, and (59) enigmatical Refem- 
blance of a future and more glorious and 
real Transfiguration. And whenever they 
fpeak of any Part of the Story, they never 
explain to us how the Matter went upon 
Mount ‘Tabor , but tell us of what this or 
that Part of it is figurative and emblema- 
tical ; and how it is to be underftood, and 
iwill be fulfill’d in future Time. As thus, 
by the (60) fix Days^ they underftand fix 
Ages of the World, after which a real and 
myfterious Transfiguration will be exhibi- 
ted to our intellectual Views. By Mofes 

r 

(. _ 

(58) Regni cceleftis Honor prefiguratur. $t. Hi- , 
hr. in Loc. Matt. In Transfigurations futura Reg- 
ni Praemeditatio 8 c Gloria demonftrata eft. St. Hi- 
erom. in Loc. Matt. 

(79) ’ \tviyyutTwS'i\( 'jr&ocrf&t'if t»c Btfi riKetnf, Anaft. 
in Transfig. Dom. 'T^oStiy^a. tjk inetv iif. St.Chry- 

jo/i. m Loc. Matt. ' ' .. 

*. * > 

(tfo) Sex millium fcilicet Annorum Temporibus 
evolutis. St. Hilar, in Loc. Matt. Sic poft Sex teta- 
tes Dominus a perfe&is Famulis confpicietur. Di- 
onyf, Alex, aftid Q am a fee 12. in Or at . de ‘Tram fig. 

i ; and 

1 
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and Elias (di) talking with Je/us, they • 
mean the Law and the Prophets, upon an 
allegorical Interpretation, bearing Tefti- 
mony unto Chrift as the Fulfiller of them i 
By the (62) Mountain on which this fu- 
ture Transfiguration will be exhibited, they 
underftand the fublime and anagogical 
Senfe of the Law and the Prophets. By 
his Transfiguration it felf, they mean his 
taking upon him, and palling through the 
Forms of all the Types of him unaer the 
Law, as of a Lamb, a Lion, a Serpent, a 
Calf, a Rock, a Stone, and of many ou- 
tliers, which he is to fulfil, and which will 
then be clearly difcern r d by us. By the 
black Cloud (63) that at prefent obftru&s 
this Vifion, they underftand the Letter of 
the Old Teftament. By the white (54) 
Veftraents of Jefus , they mean the Words 
of the Scriptures, which will then Ihine 

v. • » •• ' ’ V * ’ 

„ (<Ji) Et Mofes & Elias apparuerunt in Gloria, 
cum Jefu colloquentes, in quo oftenditur Legem & 
Prophetas, cum Evangeliis confonare & in eadem 
Gloria fpiritualis intelligent^ refuleere. Origen . in 
Epifl. ad Rov 7 . c. t. 

(6 2) Montem afeendit ut te doceat, ne quaeras 
eum nifi in Legem & Prophetarum montibus. 
Origen in Cantic. Cantic. Horn. 3 . 

_ (53) Per nubem tetram intellige opacitatem Le» 
gis. Damafcen . in Orat. de Eramfigur. 

(64) Veftimenta Candida Jefu funt Sermones 8 c 
Script* Evangeliorum. Origen in Zoc. Matt. 

clear 
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clear and bright. • By the Voice out of the 
Cloud, they mean, with St. ‘Peter , the 
Word' of Prophecy, that will found in the 
Ears of our Apprehenfions. And laftly, 
they tell us, that the Way to attain to the 
Sight of this glorious Vifion, is by amend- 
ing (not by local Motion, but by Reafon) 
to the Tops of the Mountain of the myfte- 
rious and fublime Senfe of the Law and the 
Prophets. If we continue in the Plains 
and Vallies (dj) of the Letter, like the 
Multitude under the Mountain, we fhall 
never fee Jefus in his Aiming Veftments, 
nor how he was transform’d into the Types 
of the Law, nor Mofes and Elias talking 
with him j nor the Law and the Prophets 
agreeing harmonioufly in a Teftimony to 
him. - • 

; After this fafhion do the Fathers, one or 
other of them, copioufly treat on every 
Part of this Transfiguration of Jefus. I 
could colled an almoft infinite Number of 
PalTages out of their Writings to this Pur- 

Jr * ’* * * i . * 

( 6 j) Si quis Litteram fequiti»r,& deorfum eft to- 
tus, hie non poteft videre Jefum in vefte Candida ; 
qui autem fequitur Sermonem Dei & ad montana, 
id eft, excelfa Legis confcendit, ifti Jefus commu- 
tatur — Quamdiu Litteram fequimur occidentem, 
Mofes & Elias cum Jefu non loquuntur • fin fpiritu- 
aliter intelligimus, ftatim Mofes & Elias veniunt, 
id eft Lex & Propheta: & colloquuntur cum Evan- 
gelio. Johan. Hierof. Horn. 32. 

pofe j 
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pbfe : But fronri rfieffe few' it 'tyj^airt^They' 
look’d Oft the Story pfChrih’s Transfigu- 
ration, but as a Figur^'and Parable and 
they were, certainty ffi the right on’t, ifl as 
much as this their Senfe of the Matter and 
no other,' f v^ill folve the Difficulties before 
ftarted againh the LettCr, aS any one may 
difeern , if" he Attentively feviefo an'd'com- 
pare one with, the other : As, for in dance," 
this their Sen ; (e and 1 Interpretation lets us 
into the Reafon. of Mofes and. Elias ' s ap- 
pearing on the MOunt.with Jefus j and 
gives us to underhand what they talk’d 
about, and that was,- not on ^/m De- 
cedfe which he wolild' accoMplijji at JerU- 
falem, as our Translation has it, but dn.the 
Prophecy of the Old Tehament- particu- 
larly, as St. Luke fays, on Mqfes's Book of 
Exodus , and how he tibould fulfill it at the 
New Jerufalem. 1 

Whether any, 'befides my felf, does real- 
ly apprehend, and is willing to underhand 
this Story of Chrih’s Transfiguration, as 1 
do, I neither know nor care. I am not 
bound to find others Ears, Eyes, and Ca- 
pacities. What I have faid is enough to 
fhew the Senfe of the Fathers about this 
Matter. If any dill ike their concurrent 
Opinion of Jefus ' s Transfiguration’s being 
an Emblem, an Enigma, and figurative 
Reprefentation of a future and moh glori- 

H ous 


K° } 

ous Transfiguration, fiich a one as they 
fpeak Of ; kt him account for the Difficul- 
ties and Objections which I have before rai- . 
fed againft the Letter of this Story. In the 
mean time I fhall think it, literally, an ab- 
furd, improbable, and incredible one, and 
no other than a prophetical and paraboli- > 
cal Narrative of what will be myfterioufly 
and more wonderfully done by Jefus . 

‘ And thus 1 have confidered three of the 
Miracles of our Saviour, and fhewn how 
tfiey are Ahfurdities, according to the Let- 
ter, CQnfequently do make nothing for his 
Authority and Meffiahjhip. I can and will 
do as much by his other Miracles $ for I 
would not have any one think I am gotten 
to the End of my Tedder, but for fome 
Reafons bqft known to my felf, I publifir 
thefe Remarks on thefe three firft. After 
the Clergy have chew’d upon thefe a while, 
I will take into Examination fome others 
of Jefus's. .Miracles, which for their literal 
Story arc admired by them. As for In- 

rfance ? i .V " / . . • • , • 

I will take to task his Miracle ( 66 ) of 
changing Water into Wine at a Marriage 
in Cana of Galilee ; which was the begin- 
ning "of Jefus $ Miracles, and fhould by 
right have been firft fpoken to ; but I am 

1 v'. 

(66) John u. 

- ‘ almoft 


almoft too grave to handle the better of 
this Story as I ought $ and if I had treated 
it as ludicroufly as it deferves,. I don’t know 
but at fetting out, I fhould have put the 
Clergy quite out of all Temper. I would 
.not now for the World be fo impious and 
prophane, as to believe, with our ’Divines^ 
what is contain’d and imply ’d in the Letter 
of this Story. If Apollonius Tyandiis, and 
'not Jefus> had been the Author of this 
'Miracle, we fhould often have reproached 
his Memory with it. . It is faid of Apollo - 
mus Tyandus, that a Table was all on a 
fudden, at his Command , mtraculoufly 
"Iforead with Variety of nice Difhes for the 
Entertainment of himfelf and his Guefts ; 
which Miracle, ourDwines can tell him, 
makes not at all to his Credit, in as much 
as it was done for the Service and Pleafurc 
of luxurious Appetites. But if Apollonius 
had done, as our Jefus did at this Wed- 
d‘hg, they would have faid much worfe 
of him ; and that, modeftly fpeaking, he 
delighted to make his Friends thoroughly 
merry, or he wopld not be at the Pains of 
a Miracle to turn fo much Water into 
Wine, after they had* before well drank, 
ffthe Fathers then dop’t help iis out at the 
'myftical and-true Meaning-of this Miracle, 
fach farther Objections may be ,form’d a^ • 
i H a V gain ft 
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^m&thf Defter, asmay rnakc our fDfvjipc^ 

re ; •:,-.> I a - :/ ■ & r ') 

. n I will a^ip take mto Examination fefas $ 

Miracle .($7$ of feedivgm'any ¥ houf.au ds 
ip '.the Wildkr.nefs ; with \a$efy . Loaves and 
according to the Letter, are 
Tale^ , I jcjpn’t in the leaft 
Iqn'eftiqn, Jefus's Power, ,to magnify or mul- 
•fipy me. Loaves, apcf,iiT ^e pleas’d, tome- 
'iiqrite .ihe'hread^* 'But- tBaiitiany-Thpu- 
tfancls, ,gf Men, \Momen.,' ‘and’, .Children , 
£Kq u fo 1 low hup into- the Wildernefs, 

“ 3 a /v . ir.rii. '-t. as ' j "Vt* 


p and jl^y with him |Hfee Days and Nights 
too,, mthopt'eating, if a Ihfle againfl: Senfe 
/ioIJieafoh.i 'Whether th^Wildefnefs was 

■ I OT <s3i. f\JL > -» TO r I 7 rt I 1 -J 1 

; m fPi&M fyk ti ,e -> f ?p Ie s 

Xi9J^ P pf pending theory 
■are ^caiipHy, great- ; 4 iv:o ; nder how jefl^s 
’ amufed tlipjri all "the^ while, that they-. had 
thc\vPatiei?cc. J to ft ay with hi,m without 
Food 1 hut Jr hhiphxpidfe tybrider,’. that no 
. • y^aijjfa hefijies tftfclW' with his Loaves 
\ and 'Li{3 : iC% of whom, andhis Occupation, 
. .'whether: it was fh$> 6f g fB^er .^Lifh- 
- rnbiiger ; and of hisMegledt of his Mahers 
'„Bufine($'.)iefe- y atid ( of the Reafon that fee 
-met- With no hungry Chapmen for his 
' Bread before, we .i^ajl make fome En- 
quiry ; but particularly why he alone, I 

(O) Malt. C. xiv.“arict'S v\t$c. ‘ 

^ 1 1 

fay, 
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£ay,:qpdiJP other R®* 

■jtal,effr-ftf::Cakcs jand gingerbread followed 
tbecQafnp: h la fhart, fo? all .the imaginary 
of the Miracle (which there. is. a 
WayJPjredype apdieflen) of Jefus's feed*- 
i b g hi# Thou foods with a few Loaves, there 
jnuft be feme Eafcjpation or Enchantment 
(condemn’d by the- Laws pf the Jews^ 
well ; laS'jof other .Nations) in the Matter fc 
or the People, ;i£they had flay’d ono Da^ 
-vtould pot, .two* pnich* left three to famt \ 
hntWpidd, efpeciaUy the Women and CHfe- 
dren^-have been -for : rctuf ning the firfl: 
Nigfet. hotR?* Wf ifrufttheh feek to the 
Lathers i(-wK° fay the fiye Bpoks of Mofes 
are -the fipe 'Barky.Loaties?&C. air dr the 
feptiform’d; Spirit,-- the /even Loaves > &cr). 
for,§ gqod Notion! of this Miracle,- andif 
they-, don’t jnake it, a * Parable ; do what 
omf ; Divines ean, it will turn to the Difhor 
,.nour of the holy Jefus. o.': : * 

l wjll-aUb conhder the Miracle of Jefus's 
is§)\cMinfcthe Manfickof the Pai/y, for 
whom the. Roof of the Houfe was broken 
ftp, fto let , him down into the Room where 
Jefus ftvaS) becaufe his Rearers could not 
. \enter ip at the Door for the Prefs of the 
. People . This literally is fuch a Rodomon- 
tade , that were Men toftretch for a Wa- 

(<J8) Alark ii. Luke v. 

• ’* ger. 
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£«% againft Rcafon andTruth, nofie couM 
out-do it. Where was the Humanity of 
the People, and wherefore did they fo tu* 
ttwiltuate againft the Door of the Houfe £ 
its firange they had not fo much Compaf- 
fion on the T? aralytick^ as to give way to 
him : Its more firange that his Beareis 
Oould get to the Top of the Houfe with 
him and his Bed too, when they could not 
get to the Door, nor the Sides of it : Its 
yet fir anger , that the good Man of the 
Houfe would fuffer his Houfe to be broken 
tip, when it could not be long ere the 
'Tumult of the People would be appeas’d : 
But moft firanfp, that tyefas, who could 
thrive his Thousands out of the Temple be- 
fore him, and draw as many after him in- 
to the Wildernefs, did not, by Force or 
^erfuafion, make the People to retreat, but 
-that fuch needlefe Trouble and Pains muft 
be taken for the miraculous Cure of this 
poor Man. Let’s think of thefe Things 
'againft the Time, that out of the Fathers I 
prove this Story tobe a Parable. 

1 will al(b - take into Confideration the 
Miracle of Jefus's curing the (69) blind 
Man j for whom Eye-Salve was made of 
day and Spittle * which Eye-Salve, whe- 
ther it was balfamick or not, does equally 


( 60) John ix. 



affeft 


I 



affed the Credit of the Miracle. If it was 
naturally medicinal, there's an End of the 
Miracle } and if it was not at all medicinal, 
it was foolifhly and impertinently apply ’d, 
and can be no otheFWife accounted for, > 
than by confidering it, with the Fathers, l 
as a figurative A d in Jefus. 

I will alfp take into Gonfideration tho 
feveral Stories of Jefus % raifing of the 
Dead $ and, without queftioning his actual 
bringing of the Dead to Life again, will > 
prove from the Cireumftances of thofe Sto-> 
ries, that they are parabolical, and are not 
literally to be apply ’d to the Proof of Jefus s 
divine Authority and Mefltahfhip ; or, for 
Inftance, Jefus, when he raifed JairusW 

(70) Daughter from ^the Dead, would ne- 
ver, have turned the People out of the i 
Houfe, who Ihould have been his beft and 
propereft Witneffes. 

I will alfoconfider the Miracle of Jefus ^ 

(71) curfing the Fig-Tree, for its not bear- 
ing Fruit out of Seafon j which, upon the 
bare mention of it, appears to be a fbolifh, 
abfurd, and ridiculous Ad, if not figura- . 

» tive* s * ■ » c 7 ■ , u 

Ir will alfo confider the (72) Journey of 
the Wifemen out of the Eaft, with their (li-i 


(70) Mark v. 
(72) Matt . ij. 


(71) Matt, xxi. Mark xi. 

• < • • / * 
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terallyj fenfelefs'arid ridiculous Prefents of 
Fr’ankincence and Myrrhe , to a new-born 
Babe. If with their GW#, which could be 
but little, they had brought their 
of Sugar, Soap, and Candles, which “would 
have been of.Ufe to the Child arid his poor 
Mother in the Straw, they* had a&edlike 
wife as.- well as gdod Men . But ? *\^hat,i I 
pray, was the Meaning and Reafon- of a 
S2bar,;like a Will-a-Whifp^for their Guide- 
to the Place, where the holy Infant lay, 
Gould not God, by divine Impulfe, in a 
Vilion or in a Dream, as he ordered their 
Return home, have fent them-On this* im- 
portant Errand ; but that a Star muft'be 
taken .or made out of Courfe to this Pur- 
pofe? .1 wonder what- Communication paf- 
fed between- thefe Wifemen-and the Star, Or 
how they came to know one anhlhers Ufe 
and Intention. But the Fathers {hall fpeak 
hereafter farther to the Senfelefsnefs’ of this 
Story’ Hteraily, and rhake out -the Myftery ; 
and) true-Meaning of it. -» o -r.v\ • 

1 will aifo, byt the. Leave of oui ©/- 
vtftgjy take again into Confideratioh the 
miraculous Conception of the Virgin MaryJ 
and, the Refurredtiori' of Jefu'srfrbtrt the 
Dead. -!I do believe, dif it may fo* pleafe^ 
our D ivines , that Jefus was born of a 
pure Virgin, and that he arofe from the 


De^d: But fpeaking too briefly, in the 

Moderator, 
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Moderator, to thefe two Miracles, the^ 
took Offence. . I will therefore give them 
a Review, and fpeak home to them ■, par* 
ticularly to Chrift’s Refurre&ion, the e- 
vangelical Story of which literally, is fuch 
a Complication of Abfurdities, Incoheren- 
ces, and Contradictions, that unlefs the 
Fathers can help us to a- better Under- 
ftanding of the Evange lifts than we have 
at prefent, we nluft of Neceffity give up 
the Belief of it. 

Thefe and many (73 ) other of the hi- 
ftorical and miraculous Parts of Jefus's 
Life, will I take into Examination, and 
fhew, that none of them literally do prove 
his divine Authority ; fo far from it, that 
they are full of Abfurdities, Improbabili- 
ties, and Incredibilities $ but that his whole 
Life in the Flefh, is but (74) Type, Fh 
gure, and Parable of his myfterious and 
fpiritual Life and Operations in Mankind. 

In the End of this Head, it will be a 
curious and diverting Subject to examine 
the Miracles of Jefus , as they are literally 
underftood,- by the Notions which our 

> . • • . . • 1 ' . 

(75) Alia quam plurima his fimilia in Evange- 
liis inveniet, quicunque attentius legerit. Origen. 
dc ‘Principiis, lib. iv. 

(74) Qu* Enarratio erit Evangelii fenfibilis, nifi 
accommoderur ad intelligibile & fpirituale ? Nulla 
fane. Origen. in ‘Prtefat. ad Johan. Evang. 

I Divines 


Dikdnes haVS " advanced about Miracles ; 
and to fhew, that even their Notions com- 
pared with. Chrift’s Miracles, are deftruc- 
tive of his Authority, and fubverfive of 
Ghriftiaoity* ; This, I fay, would be a 
moil diverting .Undertaking, and it will 
be.firange, if fclm e Free-Thinker, that loves 
Pieafure of this kind, does not take the 
Hint, and, foatch the Work out of my 
Hands. : If I do it my felf, .I.fliall have ef- 
pecial Regard to the Writers againft the 
Grounds without parting by Mr. Chand- 
lers Eff ay an Miracles; on: which the 
more Remarks-, will be madei, if it be but 
to pay my; : Refpe&s to the Archbifloop's 
judgment, and. to- fhew my Admiration at 
thbfe extravagant Praifes which his Grace 
zi Lambeth has bellowed on that Author. 
Among other hts notable Notions of a Mi- 
racle .(and the drchbijhop fays he has (75) 
fet .'the Notion of a Miracle upon a clear 
and fare Foundation) one is, (76) That 
Miracles fimild be Things probable as well 
as pojjible, that they do not carry along 
with them the Appearance of Romance 
and Fable , which would unavoidably pre- 
judice Men againft believing them. This 
* • . 

, (7 5) See JJrchlijbop "Wake's Jl tanufeript Letter 
to Mr. Chandler, which is handed about Town and 
Country. 

00 Chandler'} Vindication, See. p. 81 . 

.. * « 
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is certainly- a good and right Notion of a 
divine Miracle ; and I don’t doubt, blit 
according to it, Mr. Chandler and the 
drchbfflop think, they can juftify the litei 
ral Story of our Saviour’s Miracles, againft 
the Charge of Fable and Romance : :But 
Whether they are able to do it or not, I 
/hall go on, in fome -Difcourfes hereafter 
to be publish'd, to prove jhat our Diviner, 
by efpoufing the Letter of Chrift’s Mira- 
cles, h^ve deceived themfeives into the 
belief of the moft arrant Quixotifm that 
can -be devifed and palm’d upon" the Un T 
derllandings of Mankind. I fay, they have 
deceived themfeives ; for neither the Fa- 
thers, nor the Apoftles, nor even Jefiis 
himfelf, meant that his Miracles, as record- 
ed in the Fvangelifts , fhould be taken in 
a literal Senfe, but in (77) a myftical, fr* 
gurative, and parabolical one. And this 
{hou Id bring me to the i. /. -.rrr'y I 

% • ’ • • r • . •.* f . - ? 

• * * • .. • * • . 1 l 

III. Head of my Difcourfe,- that is, to 
confider what Jefus means, when he ap- 
peals 'to )iis Works and Miracles, as to \a 
-Witnefs iand Teflimony of his divine Au- 
thority f and to fhew, that he could not 
rproperly and truly refer to'thofe fuppofed 

, (77) Doittlnus noftcr ea qusp -faciebat corpora- 

liter, ?riamfpintualiter volebat intelligi, f£lc. Au- 
gvji. Serrk. JscViii. £e£l. 3. 

la to 



[ 


to be wrought by him in the Flejh, but tQ 
thofe myftical ones he would do in the 
; Spirit , of which thofe feemingly wrought 
by hini in the Flefh, are but Types end 
Shadows. • o ■ : • 

But this Head can’t be rightly fpoken 
to, till I have more amply difcufs’d the 
former, which, by God s Leave, I promife 
to. do : And if my courteous Readers will 
be fo kind as to truft me till that Time, I 
affurc them to prove, that no Ignorance 
and Stupidity can be greater, than the Ima r 
gination that Jefus really appeal’d to his 
JVlkacles, ftippofed to have been wrought 
by him in the Flefh, as to a Witnefs and 
•Tefti'mony of his divine Authority, and 
Meffiabfhip.. 

i” -In the mean Time our Divtues may go 
on . in their own Way, if they think fit, 
arid admire Jefus of old, and celebrate his 
Power and Praifes for healing of bodily 
Difeafes, and doing other notable Feats 
raccbrding to the Letter of the evangelical 
-Story ;r but I ?m for the fpiritual Jefus and 
Me [ft ah 3 who cures the worfe (78) Dif- 
tempers of the Soul, and does other myf- 
-.terious and 1 molt miraculous Works, of 
•which, thofe recorded in the Evangelifts, 


<• (7-8) Quos in cerporibus morbos fanavit Chriftus, 
hi jii ajjimabus ejciftunt, & fupernam ejus opem rq- 
joban. Nefot.. Hiercf. Horn. LXi. 


omrunt. 
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ace but Figure and Parable." This is th& 
primitive and concurrent Opinion about the 
true Meffiah , which the Fathers univer- 
fally adher’d to. Whether our Jefus ^ at 
this Day, be fuch a fpiritual Meffiab to 
his Church, or whether flie does not ftand 
in need of fuch a one, is the Queftion that 
our ‘Divines are to fee to. But I will add 
here, what I believe, and ihall have ano-^ 
ther Opportunity to prove, that God on 
purpofe fuffer’d or empower’d falfe as well 
as true Prophets, bad as well as good Meni, 
fuch as Apollonius^ Vefpafian , and many 
others to cure Difeafes, and to do other 
mighty Works, equal to what are literally 
reported of Jefus , not only to defeat us of 
all Diftinftion between true and falfe Mi- 
racles, which are the Objc& of our bodily 
Senfes, but to raife and keep up our 
Thoughts to the conftant Contemplation 
of Jefus's ipiritual, niyfterious, and moft 
miraculous Works, which are the Object 
of our Underftandings, and loudly befpeak 
the Power, Wifdom, and Goodnefs of 
God, and which are to be the abfolute 
Demonftration of Jefus s divine Authority 
and Meffiahjhip to the Converfion of Jews 
and Infidels . 1 

v I have no more to do at prefent, but, 
like a Moderator , to conclude with a Ihort 
Addrefs and Exhortation to Infidels and 
/ . '» Jpofiates , 


\ 
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JpqfiattS) the. two contending Parties in 
the prefect Controverfy. , And - . 

- i ‘ • >. ‘ ■ : • 1 , _ rV 

3:. Tirft , To Apoft cites , I mean the Writers 
again!]: the Grounds and Scheme . Whether 
you, grave Sirs 3 who account your felves 
orthodox ! Divines , tho’ there is little but 
Contraction and Inconfiftency amongft 
you, dp like the Name of Apojiates which 
is given you, I much queftion c But it is 
the propereft, I could think of, for your 
Pefertion of primitive Do&rine about Pro- 
phecy and Miracles. I could, pot impro- 
perly, have given you a woe & Tit/e, but I 
was willing to compliment you, rather 
than reproach you with this.. s'?.. 

But fetting afide the Title of Apoftates 3 
whether it be, in your Opinion, opprobrir 
ous or not ; you may plainly perceive, that 
I am, Sirs 3 on your Side, as to the Truth 
of Chriftianity j and if you’ll accept of my 
Afliftance for the Proof of Jefus's Meihah- 
fhip from ' Prophecy, upon the Terms of 
the allegorical Scheme propofed in my 
ModeratoTyi you fliall find me your; hearty 
Abettor. . Upon the allegorical Scheme, I 
don’t doubtibut we (hall foundly drub and 
mawl Injidehy and beat them out of ; the 
- ^ieid of Battle. ilf you, being, wedded to 
the literal Scheme, will not accept of my 
Afiiftance, you may go on in your own 
' Way, 
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Way, and fee the Event of the Contro- 
verfy, which in the End will turn to 
your DHhonoUr.. 1 ' . ' • ' V 

You, Sirs, can’t but be fenfible, how 
thofe two great Generals, Mr. Grounds \ 
and Mr. Scheme, with their potent Annie* 
of Reafons and Authorities againft your li- 
teral Prophecies, have grievoufty diftrefs’d 
and gall’d you ; and, if you don’t make an 
honourable Retreat in Time, and feek to 
Allegorifts for Help, will gain a comp leaf 
Vi&ory and Triumph over you. 

. Infteacb of the Help of Allegorifts, you, I 
find, under the Difappointment of your li- 
teral Scheme, chufe father to have Re- 
courfe to Jefus's Miracles : But what lit-*- 
tie Dependance there is upon his Miracles* 
. in your Senfe, I have in part proved in 
this Difcourfe; and this I have done (give 
me leave repeatedly to declare it) not for 
the Service of your unbelieving Adverfa- 
ries, but to reduce you to the good old 
Way of interpreting Oracles, which, upon 
the Teftimony of the Fathers, will, one 
Day, be the Converfion of the Jews and 
Gentiles. 

Whether you. Sirs , will be pleas’d with 
this lhort Difcourfe on Chrift’s Miracles, 
I much queftion. But before you put your 
felves into a Rage againft it, I beg of you 
to read St. Theophilns of Antioch , Origen , 

St. Hilary , 
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St. Hilary, St.Auguflin, St. Ambrofe, St.' 
Jerome, St. Cbryfoftom , St. John of Jeru- 
salem, St. TheophylaU, and other occafi- 
onal ancient Pieces on one part or other of 
the Evangelifts ; and you’ll find how they 
countenance fuch a Difcourfe as this on 
Miracles, 1 and will abundantly aflift me in 
the Profecution of it. 

I exped, Sirs, that fome of you will be 
ready to. rave againft me for this Difcourfe f 
but this is my Comfortj that if your Paf- 
lion fhould arife to another Profecution of 
- me, you can’t polfiblv feparate any of mine 
from the Opinions of the Fathers to ground 
a Profecution on : And what Difhonour in 
the End will redown to Proteftant and pre- 
tendedly learned D wines of the Church 
of England, to perfecute again the Fa- 
thers for primitive Dodrine, I defire you 
to think on. 

But, as I fuppofe, you’ll have more Wit^ 
Sirs, than to profecute me again for this 
Difcourfe ; fo I hope you’ll have more In- 
genuity, than odioufly (after your wonted 
manner) to reprefent me to the Populace, 
for Profanenefs, Blafphemy, and Infidelity; 
If you diflike the whole, or any part of 
this Difcourfe, appear like Men and Scto>* 
lars, from the Trejs againft it. Ufe me.a$ 
roughly in Print as you think fit, I’ll not 

take it ill. 
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Vent am petimus, dabimufq-, vicijfim. 

I defire nothing more than to be furioufly 
attack’d from the c Prefs^ which, if I am not 
much miftaken, would give me a long’d for 
Opportunity to expose your Ignorance to 
more Advantage. " - \ 

Ee not longer miftaken, good Sirs. The 
Hiftory of Jefus's Life, as recorded in the 
Evangelifts^ is an emblematical Represen- 
tation of his Spiritual Life in the Soul of 
Man i and bis Miracles are Figures of his 
myfterious Operations. The four Gofpels 
are in no Part a literal Story, but a Syftcm 
of myflical Philofophy or Theology. 

If you are refolved not to corhc into this 
Opinion, I beg of you again, before yoa 
break forth into a PaflTion, to try to vindi- 
cate the literal Story of the three Miracles 
fpoken to in this Difcourfe, viz. thofe of 
JefusV driving the Buyers and Sellers out 
of the Temple of his exorcifing the ‘Devi l 
out of the Madman ; and of his ‘Transfigu- 
ration on the Mount ; which if you are able 
. to defend againft the Fathers, and my Ob- 
jections, I’ll give up the Caufe to you, and 
own my felf (what I am far. enough from 
being) an impious Infidel and Blafphemer, 
and deferving of the worft Punifhment. In 
the mean time, I make bold again to alfert, 
that the literal Story of Chrift’s Life and 

K Miracles, 


Digitized by Google 


c 


Miracles, is an abfurd and incredible Ro- 
mance, full of Contradictions and Incon- 
fiftenciesj and that modern Paraphrafes 
are not only a confequential Reflection on 
the Intellects of the Emngelijis , and their 
divine Gifts of the Spirit, as if they could 
not write an intelligible and coherent Piece 
of Biography without your Help at this 
Pittance of Time ; but have even darken’d 
and obfcured ‘the feemingly native Simpli- 
city of the Story of the Life of Jefus , So . j 
leaving you to chew upon this, I turn \ . 

My Addrefs to Infidels , particularly to 
the two moft reriown’d Writers of the Par- 
ty, Mr. Grounds, and Mr. Scheme. I 
Jfhould, Gentlemen , by right, falute you 
with the Title of Free -Thinkers, a proper 
Name for your philofophical Sett, who are 
for the free Exercife of your Reafon about 
divine and fpeculative Points in Theology. i“ 
And I had diftinguifli’d you by this Title 
from your apoftatical Adverfaries, but that 
I had a mind to oblige my old Friends the 
Clergy, in giving you a no more honoura- 
ble Title than I do them. And I truft you 
will not be offended at the Title of infi- 
dels, fince not only your Writings fccm to 
have a Tendency to Infidelity ; but, if there 
be any Fault in your Principles, you know 
how to charge it on your Adverfaries, the 
pretended Advocates for O riftianity, whofe 

Absurdities, 


Digitized by Google 


r *7 ] 

. . V 

Abfurdities, falfe Reafonings, Inconfiften- 
cies, and foolifh GlofTes on the Scriptures,' 
have occafioned your Departure from the 
Faith in Chrift. 

I thank Mr. Scheme for the noble Pre- 
fent of his Book, which I received and read 
with Pleafure. But inftead of one, he 
fhould have fent me a ‘Dozen for the Ufe 
of Friends and Borrowers, who are' very 
curious and importunate for the Perufal of 
it. For what Reafon he envies the Book- 
fellers the publick Sale of his Work, chu- 
fing rather to give it away gratis, than that 
they fhould reap any Profit by it, I know 
not. Surely it is not to bring an Odium 
on the ClergJ for Perfecutors, as if fuch an 
ufeful and philofophical Piece might not 
• appear publickly without Danger from 
them : If fo, I hope the Clergy will re- 
fent the Indignity, and invite him to a 
Publication of his Book, with a Promife 
of Impunity, which would wipe off jthe 
Reproach, which this clandeftine Method 
of difpofing of it has call on them. 

I once almoft defpair’d, Sirs, of feeing 
fuch another Piece from your Quarter. I 
was afraid the Profecution of the Modera- 
tor, would have deterr’d you from the 
Prefs, whereby our excellent Controverfy 
on Foot muft have been drop’t : But the 
fudden and unexpected Appearance of Mr. 

K 2 Scheme , 



Scheme-^ has revived me, and rejoiced the 
Cockles of my Heart. Go -oit then, great 
Sirs, in this Controverfy, , which. Mr. r 
Grounds happily commenc’d ; and if yon 
are deny'd the Liberty of the Prefs, and 
publick Sale.of yofir Books, I hope you’ll^ 
for all that, a$ oeeaiion offers it felf, oblige 
the Learned and Curious with fome more 
of your bright Lucubrations, tho’ you print 
them, and difpofe of them in this clanculsur 
and fubtil Method. 

- It is not that I with well to your Caufe 
of Infidelity, that I thus encourage you. 
You have more Sen.fe and Reafon, than to 
fufped me tainted with unbelieving Prin- 
ciples. Chriftianity will llatfcl its Ground 
againft your battering Armour j, and the 
Church of Chrift will be the more firmly . 
eftablifh’d on a Rock of Wil'dom, for that 
Oppofition you make to it. TW you will 
entirely vanquifh the literal bchemifts^ and 
ridf in Triumph over them, yet other De- 
fenders of the Faith, call’d Allegories , will 
arife to . your Confutation and final Over- 
Crow. j . \ , ; 

?. If I am not mifiaken. Sirs , your Adver- 
saries, the literal Scbemtfh , whom I call 
JpoftateS) are about making a Retreat, 
and yeilding the Field of Battle to you. 
The djijhep of Lichfield. , the greateft Ge- 
neral on their Side, will not only find it 
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hard to levy any more Forces in Defence 
of his twelve literal Prophecies ; but he 
knows that, if he draws his Sword any 
more againft you, he muft attack too the 
Authority of the Fathers for the allegori- 
cal Interpretation of fome of thofe Prophe- 
cies, already urg’d in my Supplements to 
the Moderator $ or, if the Fathers are neg- 
lected by him ; they and I, keeping out of 
the Reach of his Fug-Sear, will treat him 
with fuch familiar Language, as never was 
given to one of his Order. 

Mr. Scheme feems to promife us a Dif- 
courfe on the Miracles in the Scriptures ; 
I hope he’ll be as good as his Word, and 
ere long publifh it. This Difcourfe of 
mine can’t poflibly fuperfede his. As I 
queftion not but hisThoughts and Remarks 
on Miracles will be very confiderable ; fo 
I fhall be a little impatient till I fee them. 
But be his Difcourfe on Miracles of what 
Kind foever, I believe it will hardly be an 
ObftruCtion to my Undertaking in Hand, 
which I intend, by God’s Leave, to go on 
with, to the Honour of the holy Jefus , 
our fpiritual Meffiah , to whom be Glory 
and Praife for ever and ever. Amen. 


FINIS . 
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